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 Children pose with Santa Claus 
and Santarina during a visit to a shopping mall in Kuala Lumpur.  
– AMIRUL SYAFIQ/THESUN
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 Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Wan Rosdy Wan Ismail (left) handing over land title deeds 
to Fire and Rescue director-general Datuk Nor Hisham Mohamad at the groundbreaking ceremony for the Benta Fire 
and Rescue station yesterday. – BERNAMAPIC
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 A family taking a 
wefie with an inflatable of ‘The Doll’ from the 
Squid Game series at Ampang Park 
yesterday. – ADAM AMIR HAMZAH/THESUN
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Mohd Hafiz called for responsible tourism practices and infrastructure upgrades to address issues 
such as environmental degradation. – BERNAMAPIC
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Teh said by viewing strays as undeserving of care and coexistence, students may grow up seeing them as threats. – ADAM AMIR HAMZAH/THESUN
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A tsunami detection buoy is moved into place in the Andaman Sea. – AFPPIC
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 Choristers light candles during a rehearsal for Christmas services at St Paul’s Cathedral in London. – REUTERSPIC
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A Damascus resident looks at pictures of missing people, believed to be prisoners from Sednaya prison, in Martyrs Square. – REUTERSPIC
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EV wars and shift in automotive industry
“

IF there are no trade barriers 
established, they (Chinese EV 
manufacturers) will pretty much 
demolish most other car 

companies in the world. They’re 
extremely good.” – Elon Musk, Tesla 

Motors CEO

Another key page is being written in 
the battle over car-and-related-vehicular 
manufacturing. The importance of 
automotive manufacturing in the  
world industrial system cannot be 
underestimated. 

Car manufacturing in the United 
States, United Kingdom, some European 
Union countries, Japan and South Korea 
has contributed substantially to the 
economic growth and prosperity of these 
countries. 

In addition to the tens of millions 
directly employed, a larger number work 
in the supply chain and related services. 
The industry is an important component 
of the taxable base of countries as well as 
a key indicator of the standard of living of 
the citizenry. 

Ever since its origin, the industry has 
been dominated by the use of internal 
combustion engines (ICE). However, in 
an unexpected and rapid shift, electric 
vehicles (EV) have transformed the 
industry, catching nations that have 
monopolised ICE vehicle production off 
guard. 

Since their early market introduction 
after 2010, the growth of the EV 
component in the car industry has been 
spectacular. Today, EV sales are growing 
even more rapidly. They are now 
expected to overtake ICE sales sooner 
than expected for several reasons. 

Advantages of EV over ICE
Firstly the price gap between EV and  
ICE has closed and is at parity in  
some markets already. Secondly, car 
manufacturers are now compelled by the 
latest fuel efficiency standards to offer 
more fuel-efficient vehicles of which EV 
have a tremendous advantage. 

It is estimated that EV convert up to 
91% of energy into power while ICE only 
convert about 12% to 30%. Perhaps the 
most important factor for car buyers is the 
lower total cost of EV ownership, with the 
savings from lower fuel and maintenance 

first, adopted initially by the US, saw  
the Joe Biden administration attempt to 
slow down the rate of change by US-
based auto manufacturers by lowering 
pollutant standards.  

This was followed by the ramping up 
of tariffs on China EV and batteries 
despite the knowledge that it would slow 
down the nation’s clean-air and zero 
emissions targets. 

Donald Trump’s election will see a 
further use of the high tariff wall strategy 
on Chinese EV and other exports to  
the US. 

In Europe, the policy strategy, while 
claiming to want to avoid a trade war with 
China, has followed a similar higher tariff 
wall approach although this has been 
complicated by the highly profitable 
position that some European car 
manufacturers such as Mercedes Benz, 
BMW, Porsche and Audi have enjoyed in 
China for over 20 years, and are still 
reliant on to stay afloat and support their 
bottom line. 

The EU tariffs are currently on hold as 
European ICE manufacturers negotiate 
with their governments not to follow the 
US example. They are reminding that an 
anti-China EV policy is a zero-sum game 
that will hurt Europe more than China. 

The last of the regional players to 

emerge is Japan where according  
to Carlos Ghosn, the ex-chairman of 
Nissan, the two giants of the car industry – 
Honda and Nissan – recently announced 
consolidation and possibly merger plans 
to meet the challenges of  
a transformed automotive industry at the 
behest of the country’s powerful 
international trade ministry. 

The discussion while not specifying 
China clearly aims at bringing together 
the formidable technological expertise 
and financial resources of the two 
companies to survive the turbulence 
generated by China’s EV progress. 

The impact of regional and global 
battles on car buyers in Malaysia and 
Southeast Asia is not clear yet, given the 
historic and current dominance of legacy 
car manufacturers in our part of the 
world. 

But if this battle results in cheaper, 
cleaner, higher-quality vehicles and is less 
costly to maintain, then many, possibly 
most consumers in Southeast Asia and 
other parts of the world, irrespective of 
which country they are from, will 
welcome it. 

LLimm Teckk Ghee’s Another Take is aimed 
at demystifying social orthodoxy. 

Comments: letters@thesundaily.com

“What is 
unacceptable to 
the West and 
other major ICE 
manufacturing 
countries is that 
China produces 
two-thirds of 
the world’s EV, 
accounting for 
just as much of 
global sales, 
and is also the 
world’s leader 
in EV batteries, 
which make up 
a significant 
component  
of EV cost.  

 

Over the past decade, China has become the world’s largest EV market, commanding 
half of the global sales of electric passenger cars and over 90% of the sales of electric 
buses and trucks. – BERNAMAPIC

AN
OTHER TAKE

BY LIM TECK GH
EE

costs outweighing any higher upfront 
costs. 

Today, we are witnessing a scramble 
amongst previously dominant ICE 
manufacturing countries to adjust to this. 
This adjustment development has 
become one of the most important 
battlefields in geopolitics. It is taking place 
because the world’s leader in EV  
is China. 

Over the past decade, China has 
become the world’s largest EV market, 
commanding half of the global sales of 
electric passenger cars and over 90%  
of the sales of electric buses and trucks. 

What is unacceptable to the West  
and other major ICE manufacturing 
countries is that China produces two-
thirds of the world’s EV, accounting for 
just as much of global sales, and is also the 
world’s leader in EV batteries, which 
make up a significant component of  
EV cost. 

The marketability of Chinese EV is 
further reinforced by their innovations in 
software, design and increasingly, in 
overall quality. 

Perhaps the most telling and worrying 
statistical evidence of the prominence of 
China in the global automotive industry – 
worrying, that 
is, for anti-China politicians and 
policymakers in the West and its allies – is 
China’s displacement of Japan as the 
world’s leading car exporter. 

In 2023, Japan exported 4.42 million 
vehicles, according to data released by the 
Japan Automobile Manufacturers 
Association. This compared with the 4.91 
million vehicles shipped from China, 
according to the China Association of 
Automobile Manufacturers. 

Regional battlefield strategies
The offensive to take down this Chinese 
“threat” began several years ago. Today, it 
has morphed into a no-holds-barred 
politics plus economics, plus media 
propaganda battle to ensure that the 
dominance of ICE in the world’s 
automotive industry remains intact,  
and China’s EV, whatever their advantages 
and clear superiority over fossil-based 
ICE on the environment, are pulled down. 

What we are seeing is the emergence 
of three distinct regional strategies. The 

mailto:letters@thesundaily.com
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THE rising costs of healthcare and health 
insurance premiums are a complex and  
multifaceted issue.  

However, one key factor that deserves 
greater scrutiny and has been overlooked is  
the extravagant spending by private hospitals 
on lavish premises, particularly opulent 
spacious lobbies. 

Some private hospitals seem to be in a race 
to outdo one another, competing for the title 
of “best lobby in town”.  

These lobbies, often resembling luxury 
hotel foyers, are undoubtedly impressive, but 
are they truly necessary?  

Such lavish and unnecessary investments, 
such as having a huge aquarium in the lobby, 
along with their continual maintenance costs, 
inevitably contribute to higher operational 
expenses.  

Sadly, these costs are frequently passed 

down to patients, resulting in skyrocketing 
medical bills and higher insurance  
premiums. 

While it is reasonable to expect hospitals to 
provide clean, comfortable and welcoming 
environments for patients, there is a clear 
distinction between essential facilities and 
unnecessary extravagance.  

Investments should focus on areas that 
directly improve patient care and outcomes, 
such as advanced medical equipment, better 
staff training and critical infrastructure. 

Spending on aesthetics that do not enhance 
medical quality is counterproductive and 
inflates healthcare costs unnecessarily. 

Hospital managements must rethink their 
priorities. Patient care should be at the heart of 
all investments.  

Building grandiose lobbies to impress the 
wealthy does little to serve the broader 
population or alleviate the financial burden on 
patients and insurers. 

Pola Singh

LETTERS  
letters@thesundaily.com

Private hospitals should prioritise care over luxury

Intercultural links in Christmas joy
T

ODAY is the day to  
joyfully greet your Christian 
friends here as well as 
abroad through internet 

connections, with “Merry 
Christmas” in whatever languages 
best suit your overseas pals. Try 
saying it in Chinese (Shengdan 

Kuaile), Korean (Meri 

Keuriseumaseu), Tamil (Meri 

Kiristhumas), French (Joyeux Noel) 
or Portuguese (Feliz Natal). 

But you may be surprised to learn 
that “Merry Christmas” was said only 
in Latin (Felicem Natalem Christi) 
after formal liturgical prayers 
throughout Europe during the 
Middle Ages. 

Latin was the sacred language  
of Christianity in Western Europe 
during the Middle Ages due to its 
central role in worship, scripture, 
education and ecclesiastical 
authority. In those days, the primary 
translation of the Bible in use was 
the Latin Vulgate, dating back to 
the fourth century. 

The monopolistic hold of Latin on 
Christian liturgical practice was 
broken only during the Reformation 
in the 15th century. From then on, it 
became a steady progression for 
worship services to be conducted in 
local European languages. 

By the late 1960s, almost all 
churches around the world had 
switched to the local languages of 
each country for their worship 
services. Latin could still be used as 
an option for the highly tradition-
minded. 

However, there is one major 
drawback in breaking the 
monopolistic hold of sacred 
language: the power of a single 
language to unify a worldwide 
congregation is also broken.  

But there exists a compensatory 
mechanism: Reformation leaders 
and Catholic popes since 1962 
believe there is also one major 
advantage: disrupting the hold of 
monoculturalism helps establish the 
pathway of multiculturalism as a 
means to unite diverse humanity. 

Scholars of civilisational histories 
recognise the intercultural linkages 
that connected India and China,  
and the intercultural linkages that 
connected West Asia and Europe  
as one mega-regional network of 
civilisations. 

All world-class academics are 
well aware of the West Asia-Europe 
linkages. J.G. Frazer, a fellow of 
Trinity College in Cambridge, wrote 
extensively on this subject in his 
thick 1922 scholarly work The Golden 

Bough. The Financial Times

newspaper in London devoted a 
broadsheet-length article to describe 
these intercultural linkages in its 
Christmas issue of 1988. 

European Christians, accepting 

The pine tree became the Christmas tree in Europe because of its evergreen character that denotes everlasting life.  
– ADIB RAWI YAHYA/THESUN 

festival so that the two became one. 
In most years, Winter Solstice falls on 
Dec 21 or Dec 22. But some 1,500-
2,000 years ago, Winter Solstice fell 
on Dec 25 as reckoned by the not-so-
accurate Julian Calendar then in use. 

More dazzling than the Winter 
Solstice in China, Korea and 
Vietnam, that is celebrated with tang 
yuan or glutinous rice balls dessert, 
the Winter Solstice in pre-Christian 
Roman-ruled Western Europe was a 
time of great revelry to mark the 
coming rebirth of the Sun after the 
longest night of the year. 

Troops of boys and girls went 
from house to house singing and 
ringing bells. The boys wore white to 
depict the retreat of winter, while the 
girls wore red and green to depict the 
colours of spring revival on the way. 

It made sense to ride on the 
Winter Solstice cheer to celebrate 
Christmas and to incorporate such 
joyous elements as carol singing, 
ringing of bells and dressing up in 
white, red and green that became the 
colours of Christmas. This is the 
dynamism of intercultural linkage. 

Now we come to the most evident 
sign of Christmas everywhere – the 
Christmas tree. This tree bears 
universal symbolism as many 
cultures around the world recognise 
the tree’s allegorical significance.  

Three thousand years before 
Jesus’ birth, an illustration in the 
ancient Iraqi civilisation of Babylonia 
showed a child gazing at his mother 
goddess Ishtar, who is seated beside 
the Tree of Life. 

Ancient Egypt of 3500 BCE 
honoured the divine child called 
Osiris and the “plant of Osiris” that 
was identical to the Tree of Life. In 
Greece of 700 BCE, the divine child 

was called Dionysus who was always 
featured with his sacred ivy plant, 
and in Rome of 200 BCE, the divine 
child was called Bacchus, with 
whom the holly plant is identified. 

So noticeable were these shared 
commonalities – and there were 
several that carried theological 
significance – that the fourth 
century Saint Augustine proclaimed: 
“The very thing now called the 
Christian religion was not wanting 
among the ancients from the 
beginning of the human race.” 

Appreciation of the tree’s value is 
a shared commonality in cultures 
spread across the world. Budha 
achieved enlightenment in the 
northern Indian state of Bihar while 
meditating under a Bodhi tree, 
which to this day is planted in 
temples. 

The Bodhi tree is more commonly 
known as fig tree or Ficus (its 
botanical name). As the indigenous 
species grows well in Malaysia, we 
can use Ficus as a Christmas tree to 
signify the coming of light into our 
lives. The pine tree became the 
Christmas tree in Europe because of 
its evergreen character that denotes 
everlasting life. The local Ficus is of 
course evergreen, and the large 
leaves denote generosity in giving. 

The Buddha’s awakening under 
the Bodhi tree is often described 
metaphorically as the opening of the 
“eye of Dharma”, signifying the 
complete understanding of truth. 
Jesus too pictured the eye in a 
metaphorical sense. “The lamp of 
the body is the eye. If, therefore, 
your eye is good, your whole body 
will be full of light” (Matthew 6:22). 

The eye is also used 
metaphorically by Krishna when he 

bestowed spiritual wisdom on his 
great disciple Arjuna: “But you are 
not able to behold Me with your own 
eyes; I give you the divine eye; 
behold My lordly Yoga” (Bhagavad 

Gita 11:8). 
All our lives are enriched by 

diversity, and no expression of 
diversity is more powerful than 
intercultural linkages. Let every 
festivity be an occasion for all 
Malaysians to celebrate their unity 
through diversity. 

As culinary dishes always lead the 
way, everyone should follow this 
nutritious trail. Malay foods, such as 
nasi lemak and belacan, are a 
delight for Indians and Chinese as 
well. Who has not relished the filling 
chapati dipped in nutritious dhall 

gravy? It is a favourite even among 
Chinese and Malays. Who has not 
tasted har mee and char kway teow

served up by Chinese street food 
hawkers? 

There are some Malaysians who 
take nasi lemak for breakfast, char 

kway teow for lunch and chapati for 
dinner. What a great testimony to the 
power of intercultural linkages to 
unite diverse communities of people. 

At Christmas, let us share the 
light of joyful giving and national 
togetherness, for surely you will have 
noticed that in all religious festivities, 
the devotees light up their homes to 
signify the coming of light into their 
lives. As Jesus, Buddha, Krishna and 
other religious founders brought 
light to the world, so let us brighten 
the lives of others. 

Joachim Ng champions  
interfaith harmony.  

Comments: 
letters@thesundaily.com

well-researched scholarly works, 
have accepted the discovery that 
there are commonalities shared by 
the West Asia-Europe network and 
the India-China network of 
civilisations.  

Around the world, many people 
lack awareness of these intercultural 
linkages and shared commonalities, 
preferring instead to confine 
themselves within high-walled 
religious silos. 

Continued lack of interest in 
shared commonalities and 
intercultural linkages will eventually 
produce one major deleterious effect 
in all religions across most parts of 
the world – a failure to strive for the 
establishment of global human unity 
to fight climate change. We shall 
delve into this topic in a sustained 
way next year. 

Let us focus on Christmas today 
and see what are the intercultural 
linkages and shared commonalities 
that link cultures, religions and 
civilisations to one another. 

One question: On which day of  
the year do all Christians celebrate 
Christmas? Answer: There is no such 
day. More than 12 countries mark Jan 
6 or Jan 7 as Christmas Day. 

The reason is that the Gospels 
provide no specific date or time of 
year for Jesus’ birth. Early Christians 
may have chosen dates based on 
liturgical reasons or theological 
calculations rather than historical 
accuracy. Malaysians follow the 
Western tradition of celebrating the 
festival on Dec 25, a date fixed in 
fourth century CE. 

However, Christmas Day was not  
a blockbuster celebration until 
Christians later that century decided 
to combine it with the Winter Solstice 

“All our lives are 
enriched by diversity, 
and no expression  
of diversity is  
more powerful than  
intercultural  
linkages. 

mailto:letters@thesundaily.com
mailto:letters@thesundaily.com
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Guests 
gathered in 
support of 
the book 
launch.
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Peter says while occupancy provides some insights, profits truly reflect a hotel’s financial success.

In-Drive passed the five billion rides milestone worldwide in September.
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A food vendor 
pulling a cart on 
a street in the 
central China 
city of Wuhan.  
– AFPPIC

TTOKYO:: 

TOKYO:: 
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A view of an Apple store along Marina Bay in Singapore. – REUTERSPIC
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The Nippon Steel logo is displayed at the company’s headquarters in Tokyo. – REUTERSPIC
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As at 5pm, Dec 24

Source: Bursa Malaysia

BURSA MALAYSIA 

 Trade Statistic

Foreign

Net (in RM million’):

Institutions

Retail

Participation

Net (in RM million’):

Net (in RM million’):

Preliminary stats (excluding trade amendments). For final data,
please refer to www.bursamalaysia.com

iPhone 16 Giveaway! Find out more
at our Social Media channels!

IPacOnline @ipaconline1972 Inter-Pacific Securities iPac TV

Detailed version available at our Facebook Page iPacOnline

24 Dec 2024

5.97

46.15

-52.12

25.46%

44.61%

29.93%

https://www.bursamalaysia.com/
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Source: Kenanga Research, Macrobond Source: RHB Research, Bloomberg Source: Kenanga Research
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Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA Sepang presents Christmas with a circus touch. 

Resorts World Genting transforms into an enchanting festive wonderland. IOI City Mall has family-friendly activities. 

KLIA taps into Alice in Wonderland for its festive theme.
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Nothing 
better than a 
snuggly fit. 

Cosy and 
ready for 

brunch. –
PICS BY 

MARKSAND 
SPENCER

Bishop 
sleeves are a 

statement 
itself. 

Short flutter 
sleeves for a 
breezy holiday 
trip. – PICS BY 
H&M

Effortless chic, just the dress for a quiet Christmas 
dinner date. – ZARAPIC

Preppy is 
making a 
comeback 
in 2025.

Uniqlo x JW Anderson 2025 
Spring/Summer Collection. 

Get theSun’s pick at Camper in TRX Exchange.  
– VERONICAELANKOVAN/THESUN
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Retail
buzz 

M
ALAYSIA’s retail 
landscape continues to 
evolve with the launch of 
several notable outlets, 

each offering unique experiences 
and exclusive opportunities for 
consumers. These new openings 
cater to a wide range of interests, 
from tech enthusiasts and fashion 
lovers to families and avid Lego 
builders. 

U Mobile at IOI City Mall, Putrajaya 
U Mobile’s new retail store at IOI City 
Mall, Putrajaya, marks a progress in 
the telco’s efforts to bring its services 
closer to customers in one of 
Malaysia’s most vibrant locations. 
Designed to offer an engaging 
experience, the outlet provides a 
comprehensive range of products 
and services to meet the needs of 
both new and existing subscribers. 
Adding to the excitement, until Dec 
31, customers signing up for select 
postpaid plans at the new store can 
enjoy a rebate of up to RM180, 
limited to the first 200 sign-ups. This 
initiative sees U Mobile rewarding its 
subscribers while enhancing 
convenience and accessibility, in line 
with its vision of transforming the 
customer experience. 

Skechers at Mid Valley Megamall 
Skechers has reopened its newly 
renovated outlet at Mid Valley 
Megamall, offering a spacious and 
modern shopping environment that 
reflects the brand’s dedication to 
style and comfort. Spanning 3,948 
square feet, the revamped outlet 
provides an enhanced shopping 
experience with sleek interiors, 
improved layout and expanded 
sections for men, women and 
children. Customers can now explore 
a wider selection of Skechers’s 
signature footwear and apparel, 
ranging from performance-driven 
collections to stylish everyday wear. 
Designed to cater to diverse needs, 
the outlet invites visitors to enjoy an 
enjoyable shopping journey while 
experiencing the latest trends and 
innovations from Skechers. 

Oh!Some at Berjaya Times Square 
Earlier this month, trendy global 
retail brand Oh!Some opened its 
newest store at Berjaya Times 
Square, Kuala Lumpur, offering over 
10,000 curated products from around 
the world. Renowned as a “Global 
Purchase” destination, Oh!Some 
features an impressive selection of 
beauty and skincare products from 
China, Japan and Korea, an array of 
global snacks and beverages, 
Japanese stationery and popular 
Southeast Asian brands. Adding to its 
appeal, the store has a long-term 

U Mobile opens its latest retail outlet at IOI City Mall, Putrajaya.

oExciting new 
experiences await 
shoppers

Skechers reopens its newly renovated and expanded outlet at Mid Valley Megamall.

Oh!Some launches its third Malaysian 
outlet in Berjaya Times Square, Kuala 
Lumpur

Golden Concept debuts in Malaysia with its flagship boutique at Pavilion KL.

Lego Certified Store at Aeon Bandaraya Melaka.

partnership with Disney, showcasing 
exclusive merchandise featuring 
beloved characters such as Stitch, 
Donald Duck and Pixar collections. 
With open-shelf trials for beauty and 
skincare products, Oh!Some ensures 
a personalised shopping experience 
where customers can confidently try 
before they buy. 

Golden Concept Pavilion, Kuala 
Lumpur 
Swedish luxury lifestyle brand 
Golden Concept has made its debut 
in Malaysia, bringing premium 
Apple Watch and iPhone cases to 
Pavilion Kuala Lumpur. Renowned 
for its craftsmanship and opulence, 
the brand offers a stunning range of 
designs, including gold-plated 
finishes and options enhanced with 
leather or carbon fibre. Additionally, 
the boutique features the exclusive 
Mansory collaboration, limited to 
just 200 pieces, priced at RM13,000 
each. Golden Concept’s Malaysian 
launch aligns with its global 
expansion strategy, offering 
personalised luxury experiences and 
eco-conscious innovations. 

Lego Certified Store, Aeon Malacca 
Malacca’s rich cultural heritage now 
sees a vibrant blend of tradition and 
play with the opening of its first Lego 
Certified Store at Aeon Bandaraya 
Melaka. The 1,302 sq ft outlet 
showcases innovative features that 
celebrate the city’s Baba Nyonya 
heritage, including a first-of-its-kind 
3D model of a Nyonya lady 
intricately crafted by Lego model 
specialist Alen Zhang, alongside a 
Graphic Pillar depicting iconic 
landmarks like the Stadthuys and the 
Baba Nyonya Heritage Museum. 
Visitors can take part in interactive 

experiences such as the Pick and 
Build Wall, Play Table and Build a 
Minifigure station, where they can 
create personalised Lego 
minifigures.  

These new outlets highlight the 
dynamism of Malaysia’s retail 
industry, offering something 
distinctive for consumers and 
enriching your shopping adventures.



LYFE
WEDNESDAY | DEC 25, 2024

25

PPOPULAR Korean variety show Running Man is 
bringing six of its cast members Jee Seok-jin, Yoo 
Jae-seok, Kim Jong-kook, Haha, Song Ji-hyo and 
Yang Se-chan to Malaysia for a live event Running 
Man: Run 2 U on Feb 15, 2025 at the Mines 
International Exhibition and Convention Centre. 

Running Man debuted in 2010 and has 
captivated global audiences with its unique blend of 
humour, creativity and adventure. Now celebrating 
14 years of success, the show has aired 732 episodes, 
making it the longest-running variety programme in 
South Korea. 

For Malaysian fans, the event’s highlight is the 
debut appearance of Yoo and Yang. Yoo, renowned 
for his sharp wit, humour and humility, is a 
household name in South Korea, while Yang’s 
humorous yet passionate style has endeared him to 
viewers. Their participation, alongside the rest of the 
cast, promises unforgettable moments and close 
interactions with fans, making this event a truly 
special occasion. 

Running Man is one of South Korea’s most iconic 
variety shows. Over 14 years, it has gained acclaim 
for its innovative challenges and games, ranging 

from high-energy races through South Korean 
streets to thrilling adventures across the globe. The 
show has become a cultural phenomenon, inspiring 
fans worldwide to replicate its games. 

The programme has earned numerous 
accolades, including the Netizens’ Favourite 
Programme Award at the SBS Entertainment 
Awards, the Most Popular TV Programme Award by 
Business Insider, and the top Korean variety show 
ranking on platforms like iQiyi Taiwan. It has also 
received the Korean Brand Customer Loyalty Award 
for three consecutive years and the Brand of the Year 
Award. The cast’s teamwork has been repeatedly 
recognised, with multiple group and individual 
honours at the SBS Entertainment Awards. 

Malaysia holds a special place in the hearts of the
Running Man team. The previous fan meeting in 
2017 drew massive crowds and created cherished 
memories. This time, with the full cast reuniting in 
Kuala Lumpur, fans can look forward to even more 
spectacular performances, games and surprises. 

Tickets for the event, priced from RM288 to 
RM958, will be on sale tomorrow. The event is 
organised by Sunstrong Entertainment.

Running Man cast returns to Malaysia

Running Man cast 
will meet Malaysian 
fans on Feb 15, 2025 
after a seven-year 
hiatus since its last 
visit to the country.

his film debut in the action-fuelled Kingsman: 

The Secret Service a decade ago. 
Carry-On is also director Jaume Collet-Serra 

falling back on the styling of his older films 
involving suspense. After directing Dwayne 
“The Rock” Johnson’s atrocious ego vehicle 

Black Adam two years ago, Carry-On is a return 
to form. 

Those who enjoyed Collet-Serra’s Orphan

and the five identical Liam Neeson action-
thrillers he pumped out through the 2010s will 
enjoy what he offers in Carry-On, which is a far 

superior, smarter and more taut entry in his 
body of work. This is most certainly falling into 
the same “Christmas Movies List” as the first Die 

Hard and its sequel. It is just as enjoyable, if not 
more so. 

Carry-On is streaming on Netflix.

A
FTER receiving the good news on 
Christmas Eve that his girlfriend Nora 
Parisi (Sofia Carson) is pregnant, Ethan 
Kopek (Taron Egerton) begins to feel 

the pressure of becoming a father while holding 
a stagnating position as a Transportation 
Security Administration (TSA) officer at the Los 
Angeles International Airport (LAX). 

Interpreting Nora’s encouragement for him 
to retry entering the police academy the wrong 
way, Ethan convinces his supervisor to transfer 
him upwards from the metal detector scanning 
lane to the baggage-scanning lane, which is the 
premise of Carry-On. 

This throws a wrench into an unnamed 
traveller’s (Jason Bateman) plans, as he and his 
cohorts are forced to change their plan to get 
Ethan to allow a dangerous carry-on baggage to 
pass inspection and onto a plane. 

The best description for the film is that it is 
very much a Die Hard film, at least in spirit, so 
much so that it is even better than Die Hard 2, 
which also involved a regular guy going against a 
group of terrorists in an airport on Christmas 
Eve. 

However, what Carry-On does better is that it 
leans heavily towards the thriller elements 
rather than be an all-out action spectacle. 
Instead of propping up Egerton’s Ethan as an 
action hero, Carry-On leverages on the cat-and-
mouse dynamic that is commonplace in similar 
thrillers. 

It pits Ethan’s intelligence against Bateman’s 
“Traveller” as one attempts to outsmart and foil 
the other’s plans, while the other attempts to do 
the same but to accomplish their nefarious goal. 

Both actors also find room to flex their acting 
chops, which goes against type. Bateman’s early 
career involved comedy, while Egerton made 

Carry-On aims to be new seasonal fave
oAirport security officer faces terrorist plot in Netflix thriller

BY MARK MATHEN VICTOR

Bateman’s Traveller uses any means 
necessary to complete his goal.

No amount of security 
training has prepared 
Ethan to deal with the 
situation at hand.

Though not playing a dashing British spy 
this time, Egerton continues to shine as 
an actor. – ALL PICS BY NETFLIX

0CCast:  
Taron Egerton, 
Jason Bateman, 
Sofia Carson 

0Director:  
Jaume Collet-Serra

E-VALUE
10

ACTING
9

PLOT
5
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(From left): Lee and Jung have decided to split amicably. – HALLYUBEATPIC

Catch this musical experience on March 1 at the Arena of Stars. 

The Brand New Heavies can be considered as one of the pioneers of acid jazz.
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SCAN ME

Job Description:
• Building and sustaining strong working relationship with advertising 

agencies and clients.
• New business development and business retention.
• Conceptualize, plan, and execute creative and innovative marketing 

campaigns to enhance brand visibility and engagement.
• Create, develop and continuously improve marketing material, presentations 

and proposals that showcase our products/services effectively.

Requirement:
• SPM Level with at least 2 years of experience.
• Diploma or Bachelor’s degree in business, marketing or other related fields.
• Fresh graduates are encourage to apply, training will be provided.
•   Good communication, presentation, problem-solving
   and organisational skills.
• Passionate in client servicing
• Possess own transport and willing to travel. 
• Able to start work immediately.

Office
based in 

Petaling Jaya
(5 days a week)

MEDIA SALES
EXECUTIVE / ACCOUNT MANAGER

Send in your CV with your photo via email to : thesun.hr2@gmail.com

MEDIA SALES
REPRESENTATIVE / AGENT (FREELANCE)

Requirement:
• Minimum 1 year sales experience in classified ad, print and digital

advertising
• Those without sales experience but with media advertising knowledge 

can apply.
• Attractive commission package and incentive.
• Able to start immediately.
•   Central, Northern, Southern, East Coast and Sabah/Sarawak.

1

2

302 Jobs

Call 03 21813185 or 
012 3213380

LE NOUVEL 
Condominium
new luxury units 

(partial/ fully 
furnished)

1,700 sq ft to 2,900 
sq ft next to KLCC

210 Other Properties
for Sale / Rent

Advertise with us & 
connect to our urban 

readers. 
KLANG VALLEY   

PENANG | KEDAH
PERAK | PERLIS 

PAHANG | KELANTAN
TERENGGANU

MS. Shoba / MS. Balqish
TEL: 03-7784 8888

WHATSAPP: 018 261 6626  

MALACCA
MR. Rajah

TEL: 012-628 2844  
FAX: 06-764 2051

JOHOR BAHRU
MS. Anne Lim

TEL: 013-770 6699  
FAX: 07-355 5549

Proteas aim place in World Test final Stokes out for three months 

mailto:thesun.hr2@gmail.com
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Valencia sack coach Baraja Monza give Nesta the boot 

Tara Davis-Woodhall kisses her husband Hunter Woodhall in the stands after winning 
the women’s long jump at the 2024 Paris Olympics. – REUTERSPIC

Korean podium selfie goes viral. – REUTERSPIX
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Arsenal’s Bukayo Saka (right) receives medical attention after sustaining 
an injury in the English Premier League match against Crystal Palace on 
Saturday. – REUTERSPIC

Marcus 
Rashford. 
– AFPPIC
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Pep Guardiola

Virgil van Dijk. – AFPPIC
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Rhinos book 
semis ticket 

Kelantan FA suspended 

Muhammad Afham eyes 
top-five finish 

(Kean 8) (Lucca 
49, Thauvin 57) (Carlos 
Augusto 48, Thuram 90+2)
                                PP WW DD LL FF AA      Ptss 
Atalanta             17 13 1 3 42 19      40 
Napoli                 17 12 2 3 26 12      38 
Inter Milan         16 11 4 1 42 15      37 
Lazio                    17 11 1 5 32 24      34 
Fiorentina          16 9 4 3 29 13      31 
Juventus            17 7 10 0 28 13      31 
Bologna              16 7 7 2 23 18      28 
AC Milan            16 7 5 4 25 16      26 
Udinese              17 7 2 8 21 26      23 
Roma                   17 5 4 8 23 23      19 
Empoli                17 4 7 6 16 19      19 
Torino                  17 5 4 8 17 22      19 
Genoa                 17 3 7 7 14 26      16 
Lecce                   17 4 4 9 11 29      16 
Parma                  17 3 6 8 23 33      15 
Como                  17 3 6 8 18 30      15 
Verona                17 5 0 12 21 40      15 
Cagliari               17 3 5 9 16 28      14 
Venezia               17 3 4 10 17 30      13 
Monza                 17 1 7 9 15 23        1

RRESULTSS && STANDINGS

SIDENETTING
Sabah’s Joao Pedro 
(right) in action 
against Kuching 
City in the Malaysia 
Cup match at Likas 
Stadium on 
Monday night. 
– BERNAMAPIC
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SCAN ME

WORLDD CHAMPION…
V. Thamaraj (left) arrives 
at the Kuala Lumpur 
International Airport 
yesterday after winning the 
20th World Pencak Silat 
Championship in Abu Dhabi, 
United Arab Emirates on 
Monday. – BERNAMAPIC
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