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Thai court 
drops murder 
charges 
against Abhisit

FOR LOVE 
OF THE 
COUNTRY 
... Students 
joyfully wave 
fl ags and sing 
patriotic songs 
at a rehearsal 
for the 57th 
Merdeka 
celebrations 
at Dataran 
Merdeka 
yesterday. 
'Malaysia ... Di 
Sini Lahirnya 
Sebuah Cinta' 
is the offi cial 
theme of this 
year's Merdeka. 
The theme is 
taken from the 
lyrics of the 
song 'Warisan' 
popularised 
by the late 
Sudirman Haji 
Arshad. 

BANGKOK: A Thai court on Thurs-
day dismissed murder charges 
against former premier Abhisit Vej-
jajiva (pix) and his ex-deputy over a  
bloody 2010 protest crackdown, 
months after a military coup tipped 
the balance of power in the politi-
cally divided nation.

Relatives of the victims criticised 
the surprise decision to drop the 
case as politically motivated. The 
charges were brought to court under 
a previous government led by Ab-
hisit’s rivals who have since been 

ousted from 
office.

Scores of 
demonstrators 
died under Ab-
hisit’s establish-
ment-backed 
leadership in 
street clashes 
between mostly 
unarmed “Red 
Shirt” support-
ers of fugitive 

former premier Thaksin Shinawatra 
and security forces firing live rounds 
in Bangkok.

A criminal court in the capital, 
which previously agreed to hear the 
charges, ruled that it did not have 
jurisdiction in the case against Ab-
hisit and his then-deputy Suthep 
Thaugsuban because they were 
holders of public office at the time 
and acting under an emergency 
decree.

It said the only court with the 
authority to consider the allegations 
is the Supreme Court’s Criminal 
Division for Holders of Political Posi-
tions.

The ruling comes three months 
after the military seized power from 
Abhisit’s political opponents in a 
bloodless coup. – AFP
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BMW’s X-tra strengthExploring the Bavarian brand’s intelligent and versatile xDrive all-wheel-drive on and off-road

P24

New raging bull in town

IN this day and age, crossovers and SUVs equipped with all-wheel-drive (AWD) systems have become increasingly popular. Whether it is an Asian or continental brand, almost everyone has dabbled in this market, each offering their own version of what an intelligent AWD should be. Last year, we showed you what German brand Audi and its quattro AWD system was capable of. This time round, we spend an entire afternoon dissecting what the BMW brand’s xDrive intelligent AWD 

suite is all about. Versatile, safe, and relatively easy to master, the Bavarian brand that is renowned for its handling prowess shows 
that it also knows a thing or two about conquering the unpaved path. Flip to our special feature and see how BMW’s xDrive AWD system stacks up against the elements when the going gets tough, and sometimes dirty.

TURN TO PAGE 25

C
A N B E R R A :  N e w 
information unearthed 
by Australian authorities 
indicate that Malaysia 

Airlines Flight MH370 “may have 
turned south earlier” than 

initially thought, AFP reported.
The new detail came after 

“further refinement” of satellite 
data and as investigators attempted 
to map the position of the jet 
during a failed attempt to contact 

it earlier in its flight path, 
Australian Deputy Prime Minister 
Warren Truss  said.

As such. the hunt for the missing 
plane will now focus on the 
southern part of the existing search 

zone, he announced yesterday.
“The search area remains the 

same, but some of the information 
that we now have suggests to us 

New lead
MH370 may have turned south EARLIER than thought
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