More Malaysians
investing in gold as
safe-haven asset

Demand surged over past five
years, fuelled by strong cultural
ties, rallying prices, and shifting
consumer preferences post
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Teacher held i
over alleged
sexual

harassment

Police say student and
former student claim

in their reports that
suspect had sent

them obscene

messages and

invited them Report
to engage in on
sexual acts. page5

‘Stunting
strikes hardest
in child’s first
1,000 days’

Nutritional interventions
that start only at

sch00|-90mg age CIVIC DUTY ... Cpl Mahamat Udin, 59, is given a
usua"y too late to hand on his way to the Third Battalion of General

h f | Operations Force's Senior Officers Recreation Hall in
reverse p _Y9|°3 Bidor, Perak, during early voting for the Ayer Kuning
and cognl'tlve Report state by-election yesterday. - BERNAMAPIC

impacts, says on
expert page4

Special Dewan
sitting on tariffs

Economists call for multi-pronged strategy to weather looming storm, including ..
direct engagement with US; diversifying Malaysia's trade portfolio; and rally =
neighbouring countries to act in concert and strengthen regional resilience. page2
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Selangor

Sultan, Tengku
Permaisuri visit
Pak Lah’s grave

KUALA LUMPUR: Sultan of
Selangor Sultan Sharafuddin Idris
Shah and Tengku Permaisuri
Selangor  Tengku  Permaisuri
Norashikin visited the grave of
former prime minister Tun Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi at the Heroes
Mausoleum yesterday.

The Royal Couple arrived at the
mausoleum at 9.30am and poured
scented water and scattered flower
petals on the grave.

Sultan Sharafuddin and Tengku
Permaisuri Norashikin also joined
tahlil prayers led by the Mufti of
Selangor Datuk Dr Anhar Opir.

Also present were Tun Abdullah’s
son, Tan Sri Kamaluddin, daughter

Nori, and son-in-law  Khairy
Jamaluddin.
Before leaving, the Royal

Highnesses also visited the graves
of Malaysia’s second and third prime
minister Tun Abdul Razak Hussein
and Tun Hussein Onn, and second
deputy prime minister Tun Dr Ismail
Abdul Rahman.

Tun Abdullah, the country’s fifth
prime minister and fondly known as
Pak Lah, passed away at the
National Heart Institute on April 14,
aged 85. - Bernama

Call for contingency plans,
bold policies amid tariff shock

> May 5th special Dewan sitting crucial
moment to deliberate smart proactive
strategies to chart way forward: Economists

W BY KIRTINEE RAMESH
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: As Malaysia
prepares for a special Dewan Rakyat
sitting on May 5 to address the US-
imposed 24% tariffs, economists are
calling for a robust, multi-pronged
strategy.

Universiti Putra Malaysia’s Putra
Business School Assoc Prof Dr Ida Md
Yasin emphasised the need for layered
contingency planning.

“Diplomacy should be our first line
of defence. According to the
Investment, Trade and Industry
Ministry, Malaysia’s Plan A involves
direct engagement with the US -
seeking either a reduction or exemption
from the tariffs.”

However, Ida cautioned that the
country must be ready with fallback

plans if negotiations fail.

“We can't rely on a single track. If
Plan A doesn’t succeed, there must be a
Plan B, and even a Plan C.

“At the end of the day, we don't
control the policy decisions of another
nation”

She also stressed the importance of
diversifying Malaysia's trade portfolio
beyond the US, which currently ranks as
the country’s third or fourth largest
trading partner by value.

“If the US is retreating, that signals
hesitation in continuing trade. But there
are over 200 countries out there - if one
door closes, we knock on the other 199
(doors).

“This s the time to build along-term
strategy that curbs over-dependence on
any single partner

Ida expressed confidence that the
upcoming parliamentary sitting would

deliver substance, not just sound bites.

“I believe we'll see at least two or
three concrete strategies put forward to
chart the way ahead”

Universiti Malaysia Kelantan’s Prof
Datuk Dr NikMaheran Nik Muhammad
warned that the tariffs could hit key
sectors hard - particularly the electronics
and semiconductors, which underpin
Malaysia’s exports and employment.

She noted that even if Malaysia isn’t
directly targeted, the ripple effects could
be significant due to the nation’s critical
role in the global supply chain.

“Much of our exports go to countries
like China, which are directly impacted
by US tariffs. If their trade slows, we're
bound to feel the consequences.

“This interconnectedness makes it
vital for Malaysia to assess and respond
to both the direct and wider implications
of US trade policy”’

As the current Asean Chair, she said
Malaysia is in a unique position to
spearthead a collective regional
response.

“We should rally neighbouring
countries to act in concert and
strengthen regional resilience’

Nik Maheran also underscored the
need for Malaysia to reinforce its image
as a stable, business-friendly hub.

“We must show the world that
Malaysia is a reliable place to do
business”’

She also urged the government to
raise the issue at global trade platforms
such as the World Trade Organisation.

“We must speak out at international
trade summits. It might not yield instant
results, but it signals our commitment to
fair trade and helps build global
support”

Nik Maheran also called for bold
policy moves - not mere political
posturing.

She outlined several key priorities,
among them - supporting impacted
industries, helping businesses tap into
new markets, attracting foreign
investment, safeguarding jobs, upskilling
theworkforce and a national contingency
plan for future global disruptions.

She also said the special sitting must
serve as a turning point.

“MPs must use this opportunity to
shield our economy, back industries and
workers, and show real leadership”’

Audit proposed to enhance
understanding of national identity

KUALA LUMPUR: A national audit
mechanism should be introduced to
assess the level of understanding
among individuals and institutions
regarding the core values and
national identity rooted in the
Federal Constitution and Rukun
Negara.

Psychological Operations Fellow
at the Centre for Media and
Information Warfare Studies UiTM,
Dr Noor Nirwandy Mat Noordin said
the audit should be conducted
regularly to reinforce national
awareness and prevent incidents like
the recent display of an incomplete
illustration of the Jalur Gemilang.

“The (national identity audit)
algorithm  must be actively
promoted across all social media
platforms by government agencies,
private entities and all Malaysians to
restore informal learning syllabi
aimed at educating and cultivating a
sense of national identity and
responsibility.

“The initiative is in line with the
Yang diPertuan Agong’s call for
serious attention to be given to such
matters to avoid recurrence. The
audit could help address the root
causes of issues that threaten the
nation’s harmony.”

His comment comes in the wake
of an incident last week involving a
Chinese daily that published
an incomplete image of the
Malaysian flag.

Noor Nirwandy suggested that
special attention be given to the
younger generation in the proposed
audit, as their exposure to rapid
technological developments and

social media often left them
disoriented and  unable to
distinguish  between fact and

misinformation.
He said if such an audit is

conducted regularly across all levels
of society, including education on
the symbolism of every element of
Jalur Gemilang, it could foster a new
culture of national pride and
patriotism, Bernama reported.

“The Jalur Gemilang is not just a
symbol of our country’s sovereignty.
It represents the dignity, honour and
identity of the people and the nation
under the umbrella of protection of
the Yang diPertuan Agong.”

Nor Nirwandy said a gaffe
involving the national flag should

not have occurred under any
circumstance, as the flag reflects the
identity of the people and
commands respect from all
institutions and individuals in the
country.

“That’'s why it is vital for all
Malaysians, as well as foreign entities
doing business in the country, to
understand and respect the meaning
and significance of the national flag.”

He further proposed the
enactment of a specific law aimed at
protecting the country’s identity
from any act that could tarnish or
undermine it.

On April 15, Sin Chew Daily
published an illustration of the Jalur
Gemilang on its front page but the
image of the flag was without the
yellow crescent moon, a key element
symbolising Islam, the official religion
of Malaysia. Following backlash, the
local daily issued an apology,
attributing the mistake to a “technical
error” and expressing regret over the
incident.

On April 16, another media outlet,
Kwong Wah Yit Poh, was asked by the
Malaysian ~ Communications and
Multimedia Commission (MCMC) to
explain a post on its official Facebook
page that also depicted an
incomplete Jalur Gemilang.

PUTRAJAYA: The Home Ministry is
investigating a video clip that was
widely shared recently, showing an
incomplete version of the Jalur
Gemilang displayed at a baby expo in
the capital.

Minister Datuk Seri Saifuddin
Nasution Ismail said it would be
conducted in the same manner as the
probe into a previous incident
involving the publication of the faulty
flag on the front page of a daily.

“| take this opportunity to remind
all parties that the national flag is a
symbol of our national identity,

carrying deep meaning and
significance.
“Any form of negligence,

carelessness or oversight that could
cause public unease must be
avoided.”

Saifuddin said this during a press

conference after the ministry’s
monthly  assembly  yesterday,
Bernama reported.

The controversy arose after a
display of the flag at the Singapore
Lactation Bakes'booth during the TCE
Baby Expo was circulated on social
media.

The Jalur Gemilang shown behind
the stage was reportedly without
the crescent moon, prompting
widespread public criticism.

Regarding the investigation into
Sin Chew Daily, Saifuddin said it
would be conducted responsibly and
with wisdom, in accordance with
existing laws.

“We received a response from the
daily yesterday. We will review it first
before taking further action”

On April 17, media outlets
reported that the editor-in-chief and

Saifuddin (right)
getting
acquainted
with those
present at the

: Home Ministry's
monthly
assembly. He
had told
reporters earlier
that any form of
negligence,
carelessness or
oversight that
could cause
public unease
must be
avoided.

— BERNAMAPIC

Probe into another faulty Jalur Gemilang

deputy chief sub-editor of Sin Chew
Daily had been detained to assist
police investigation into the
publication of an incomplete Jalur
Gemilang on the daily’s front page.

IGP Tan Sri Razarudin Husain
confirmed the two individuals had
been detained, but were released a
few hours later.

The Chinese daily had published
the flag on its front page as part of its
coverage of Chinese President Xi
Jinping’s recent state visit to Malaysia.
The missing crescent moon drew
criticism  from  various quarters,
including His Majesty the King of
Malaysia Sultan Ibrahim.

Sultan lbrahim had urged the
newspaper’s management and
editorial team to be more sensitive
and to thoroughly review all content
prior to publication.
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More M'sians investing
In gold as safe-haven asset

#2 Surging prices and cultural
trust drive demand, with local
jeweller noting rising interest
amid global uncertainty,
shifting financial habits

1 BY QIRANA NABILLA MOHD RASHIDI
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

AMPANG: As global uncertainties renew
interest in safe-haven assets, more Malaysians
are turning to gold - not just as ornamental
pieces, but as a trusted form of savings and
investment.

Homegrown jeweller Habib Jewels has
seen a steady rise in demand over the past five
years, driven by strong cultural ties, surging
gold prices and shifting consumer preferences
post Covid-19.

Group executive chairman Datuk Seri Meer
Habib told theSun that gold remains deeply
embedded in the purchasing habits of
Malaysians, whether for milestone events,
financial security or asset diversification.

“The motivation is deeply rooted in culture
across all major ethnic groups in Malaysia.
Long before formal banking systems were
established, gold served as a trusted store of
value.

“Families would buy gold to be sold later
when funds were needed for the haj
pilgrimage, children’s education or property
purchases. To this day, gold remains a symbol
of security and trust for many Malaysians,” he
said.

He added that gold-buying behaviour
changed significantly during the Covid-19
pandemic in 2020.

The resulting global economic disruptions
and rising national debts prompted many to
turn to gold as a hedge against inflation.

“Since January 2020, gold prices have
surged by approximately 126%. In 2023 alone,
prices increased by about 28%, and this year
has seen even more dramatic growth, with a
31% rise recorded in just the first few months.

“Overall, prices have climbed about 44%
since early 2024, making gold one of the most
stable and high-performing assets in today’s
financial climate.”

He noted that while younger Malaysians
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Meer noted that while younger Malaysians were once more inclined towards cryptocurrencies such as

Bitcoin, there is now a growing shift in preference towards gold. - ADAM AMIR HAMZAH/THESUN

were once more inclined towards
cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin, there is now
a growing shift in preference towards gold.

“This is quite a rare scenario where you're
able to purchase something, enjoy wearing it
and later sell it for a profit. That’s the unique
advantage of gold jewellery.

During the pandemic, many Malaysians
withdrew their EPF savings, but those who
chose to invest in gold have since seen
significant returns.

“Even with gold prices at record highs,
public confidence remains strong. Despite my
own caution that prices may have risen too
fast, Malaysians continue to invest. Their
confidence has even surpassed my
expectations.”

‘While digital gold investments are gaining
traction, Meer said many Malaysians still
prefer physical gold due to the sense of
security and tangibility it offers.

He attributed this preference to Malaysia’s
mature gold ecosystem, where gold remains
highly liquid and can be easily sold at
jewellery stores or even abroad.

“Habib’s own gold bars, certified by the
London Bullion Market Association, are
internationally recognised and can be traded
worldwide.”

He described the current surge in gold

prices as unusual, driven by global factors
such as inflation, pandemic-related debt and
ongoing geopolitical tensions.

“China and Russia are buying more gold as
confidence in the US dollar drops,
especially after sanctions during the Russia-
Ukraine war.

“Recent US trade policies and political
uncertainties have further accelerated this
trend. In times of uncertainty, gold remains a
reliable safe haven.”

Habib Jewels also introduced collectible
gold wafers - an innovation now widely
adopted across the industry.

He emphasised the brand’s commitment to
craftsmanship and its annual focus on
promoting traditional Malaysian arts through
limited edition 0.2-gram gold pieces.

This year, the focus is on the wau
(traditional kite), with Habib creating designs
inspired by the cultural symbol.

“I’s not just about the gold value, but also
the collectability and uniqueness that people
find appealing.

“Habib is a proud Malaysian identity. We're
as good as, if not better than, international
brands. It's time Malaysians recognise the
value in local craftsmanship, and Habib is
committed to putting Malaysia on the map
with our world-class jewellery designs.”

Visa exemption extended for five years to boost economy

PUTRAJAYA: The Visa Liberalisation Plan (VLP) for
Chinese visitors has been extended for another five
years, following its immediate positive impact on
Malaysia's economy, according to Home Minister
Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail.

The decision was part of several memoranda of
understanding and documents signed during
Chinese President Xi Jinping’s recent state visit to
Malaysia, covering multiple areas of cooperation.

Among them was a joint visa exemption
agreement for holders of public affairs and
ordinary passports, signed by Saifuddin and
China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

“We will extend it for the next five years, and
after that, there will be an option to renew it for
another five — allowing Chinese nationals to stay in
our country for up to 90 days as tourists.

“And China will reciprocate with the same
arrangement for us,” he said after the Home
Ministry’s monthly assembly yesterday.

The VLP is aimed at boosting national income
and will be supported by enhancements to
immigration facilities for travellers from Europe,
Southeast Asia, the Middle East and West Asia.

China'’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian
said the joint visa exemption would deepen
exchanges and cooperation, further strengthening
the China-Malaysia community with a shared
future.

Saifuddin noted that the arrangement has
already shown results, with tourist arrivals from
China increasing.

According to Tourism, Arts and Culture Ministry
data, Chinese tourists spend an average of
RM?7,000 during their stay in Malaysia.

“So when we look at the arrival numbers, it's
clear this is a formula with immediate economic
benefits and significant impact,”he added.

As of April this year, Malaysia has recorded
about 900,000 tourist arrivals from China.

More than four million Chinese tourists visited
the country last year.

He stressed that tourism is an important
economic contributor due to its immediate impact
compared with investments.

In a separate development, Saifuddin launched
the Investigation and Complaints Management
System (Speaks) designed to simplify the process

of lodging complaints against Royal Malaysia
Police personnel.

“Anyone wishing to file a complaint against
enforcement officers can now do so through the
Speaks platform, provided they include complete
details such as the time, location, individuals
involved and nature of the incident,” he said.

The platform will channel complaints to the
Independent Police Conduct Commission (IPCC),
enabling timely and appropriate action to be
taken.

On MyDigital ID, Saifuddin, who also chairs the
Cabinet Committee on MyDigital ID — announced
that the ministry will table amendments to the
National Registration Act to support its legal
framework.

“Our task is to present these amendments in
Parliament to ensure the application, use and
transactions involving Digital ID are recognised as
legally valid," he explained.

He added that the National Registration
Department has been appointed as the lead
agency for MyDigital ID pre-registration to
accelerate enrolment nationwide. — Bernama

National Workers'
Day to be celebrated
at Axiata Arena

on May 1

PUTRAJAYA: The 2025 National Workers' Day
celebration will be held at Axiata Arena, Bukit
Jalil, in Kuala Lumpur on May 1, according to
Human Resources Minister Steven Sim.

He said the celebration, themed Pekerja
Kesuma Bangsa, is expected to attract 10,000
visitors and will be officiated by Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim.

“Today, we are holding a pre-launch for
the 2025 Labour Day celebration and this
year's programme will be held at Axiata
Arena.

“The programme will begin on April 28
with a Labour Day carnival featuring various
activities, including a career carnival, job fair,
skills training and more,” he said after
attending the Human Resources Ministry’s
(Kesuma) monthly assembly and the pre-
launch of the celebration yesterday.

One of the main attractions will be the
Mega Career Carnival, offering 10,000 job
opportunities in the private sector and
government-linked companies as well as
discounts of up to 50% on Royal Malaysian
Police summonses.

“I 'am inviting the public to visit Axiata
Arena starting April 28 to experience the
excitement of the Labour Day celebration for
themselves,” he added.

When asked whether any major
announcements are expected, Sim hinted
that the prime minister is likely to unveil
several new developments.

“Yes, but you have to wait. There will be
several announcements in terms of policies
and new programmes that may be
announced by the prime minister and

myself
Meanwhile, Kesuma announced in a
statement that it will launch the

“MYFutureJobs application: A Progressive
Step to Empower Job Seekers”in conjunction
with the national-level celebration.

The mobile application is part of the
ministry’s broader push to digitalise the
national labour system. - Bernama

MOH issues over
37,000 notices
under Act 852

KUALA TERENGGANU: The Health Ministry
(MOH) has issued 37,381 notices for various
offences under the Control of Smoking
Products for Public Health Act 2024 (Act 852)
between Oct 1, 2024, when the Act came into
force, and March 31.

Health deputy director-general (public
health) Datuk Dr Norhayati Rusli said the
notices were issued following 10,212
operations conducted nationwide.

She added that 116 cases have been
brought to court for offences under several
provisions of the Act, including Section 7(1)
on the prohibition of advertising tobacco
products, Section 9(1) on the prohibition of
promotion or sponsorship, Section 10(1) on
the prohibition of sales, Section 11(1) on the
prohibition of selling imitation tobacco
products and Section 12(1) on the
prohibition of tobacco products as gifts.

During the same period, the ministry
seized 11,563 smoking products valued at
RM266,833.10.

“Previously, the MOH conducted
educational enforcement involving 206,657
individuals engaged in the sale of cigarettes,
to ensure they understand and comply with
the provisions of Act 852," she said during the
launch of enforcement operations under Op
Cakna Penguatkuasaan Undang-Undang
Kesihatan Awam Siri 2/2025 held on Monday.
- Bernama
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School meals alone not
enough to combat stunting

> Experturges focus on
nutritionin first1,000 days as
long-termimpact persists
beyond schooling age despite
support programmes

[ BY QIRANA NABILLA MOHD RASHIDI
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: An expert has warned that
stunting - a silent crisis that begins in the womb
and strikes hardest in the first 1,000 days - leaves
lifelong scars that school-based feeding
programmes alone are powerless to reverse.

Although school menus are designed by
licensed dietitians and typically include rice,
vegetables, protein and milk, the meals also serve
as a nutritional safety net for children from low-
income households, whose diets may lack
essential nutrients at home.

Universiti Teknologi Mara Faculty of Applied
Sciences senior lecturer Dr Azizah Othman said
existing school meal programmes, while
beneficial, are not sufficient to fully address
stunting among pupils.

“By this age, stunting has often already
occurred, so nutritional interventions that begin
only at school-going age are usually too late to
reverse the physical and cognitive impacts.

“Stunted growth has long been considered
permanent after the age of two, but new research
shows partial recovery s possible even after the age
of five with proper diet and healthcare,” she said.

Azizah stressed that although early intervention
remains the most effective strategy, efforts after age
five can still significantly improve a child’s health
and development, underscoring the need for
continued support for stunted children at all ages.

She explained that while full height restoration
to genetic potential becomes less likely with age,
targeted interventions, such as nutrient-rich
supplements, infection control and a healthier
diet, can promote catch-up growth in muscle
mass, organ function and cognitive performance.

“Parents and teachers can spot early signs of
stunted growth by monitoring physical
development and daily behaviours. A
consistently modest height gain for age, reflected
in static growth charts or clothing that is not
quickly outgrown, is a key red flag.

“A child who avoids nutritious food, eats
slowly, falls sick often, tires easily during play or
appears smaller than peers may be showing signs
of poor growth,” she added.

‘While low weight-for-age is not always a direct
indicator, Azizah noted that persistent
underweight combined with developmental
delays, such as late motor milestones, should
raise concern.

She said poor growth is primarily caused by
prolonged protein deficiency, which disrupts cell
development and hormone production, along
with shortages of essential nutrients such as iron
(for brain function and oxygen flow), zinc (for

DNA and immune health), and calcium or
vitamin D (for bone development).

“These deficiencies often occur together,
creating a cycle where poor nutrition reduces
appetite and absorption, while frequent
infections, worsened by a weakened immune
system, further drain nutrients.

“To prevent these gaps from becoming
permanent, it is vital to bridge them with diverse
diets, supplements and effective infection
control,” she said.

Azizah acknowledged that Malaysia has
introduced several measures to combat stunting,
led by the Health and Education Ministries under
the National Plan of Action for Nutrition of
Malaysia 2016 to 2025, which adopts a life-course
approach to improving national nutrition.

Initiatives such as the Rancangan Makanan
Tambahan programme provide nutritious meals
to primary school pupils from low-income
families, while nationwide nutrition education
and health campaigns aim to raise awareness.

“However, despite these efforts, stunting
remains a pressing concern, particularly in rural
and underserved communities.

“Strengthening inter-agency collaboration,
prioritising early-life nutrition and addressing
social determinants such as poverty and
education will be key to achieving lasting
progress,” she said.

In March, the Education Ministry reported
that more than 90,000 pupils aged between 10
and 12 were affected by stunted growth last year,
based on findings from the National Physical
Fitness Standard and Body Mass Index analysis.

No approval for new
pig farms in Muslim-
majority areas

IPOH: The Perak government has not
approved any new pig farms in areas with a
majority Muslim population, according to
State Human Resources, Health, Indian
Community Affairs and National Integration
Committee chairman A. Sivanesan.

He said most existing farms are long-
established operations located on private
land and were set up before the introduction
of modern farming guidelines.

“As chairman of the Pig Farm
Restructuring Committee, | have worked
closely with the Veterinary Department,
Health Department, local councils, land
offices and other stakeholders to take more
decisive action,” he said during the winding-
up debate on the royal address at the Perak
State Legislative Assembly sitting on Monday.

Sivanesan reported that 30 pig farms had
been shut down due to legal enforcement,
disease outbreaks or land ownership and
usage issues. This has reduced the total
number of farms from 115 at the end of 2022
to 85 currently. The farms that were closed are
permanently shut and will not be allowed to
resume operations.

He also dismissed allegations of
widespread illegal pig farming in Perak,
emphasising that all 85 operational farms are
licensed by the state’s Veterinary Services
Department.

As a long-term solution, the state
government is undertaking a legalisation and
restructuring exercise, which includes
relocating farms to approved zones and
ensuring full compliance with the Modern Pig
Farming concept. - Bernama

UNINVITED GUESTS ... A group of silvered leaf monkeys seen near the venue of the Asean
Women Parliamentarians Meeting under the 45th Asean Inter-Parliamentary Assembly general
assembly in Kuching, Sarawak yesterday. — BERNAMAPIC

Chicken factory shut due to odour pollution

ALOR SETAR: A chicken processing factory in
Kulim has been subjected to Equipment
Operation Detention (POK) action by the
Department of Environment (DOE) for causing
odour pollution and discomfort to nearby
residents.

Kedah DOE director Sharifah Zakiah Syed
Sahab said the action was taken under Section
38(1)(a) of the Environmental Quality Act 1974
following a complaint regarding foul odours
emitted by the factory.

Acting on the complaint, a DOE team visited
the premises and found that the pollution
originated from piles of chicken slaughter waste
and chicken cages stored at the site.

“The factory was issued the POK order for
failing to provide an industrial effluent
treatment system on its premises,’ she said in a
statement.

With the enforcement of the POK action, the
factory is required to take immediate steps to
halt the pollution. - Bernama

DW ({2177.) ON INSTAGRAM
@ @thesundaily

Penang urged
to lead shift

to innovation-
driven economy

GEORGE TOWN: Human Resources Minister
Steven  Sim  has urged Penang’s
semiconductor and advanced technology
industries to reimagine the state’s future amid
global economic uncertainty, calling for a
bold shift from a traditional manufacturing
hub to a high-value, innovation-driven
economy.

In a statement, the Human Resources
Ministry outlined a vision to move beyond
the conventional “Made in Penang/Malaysia”
branding to a new paradigm - “Made by
Penang/Malaysia” - with emphasis on
homegrown  innovation,  technology
ownership and talent development.

Sim called on industry leaders to adopt
what he termed “strategic optimism” in the
face of global headwinds, encouraging them
to turn uncertainty into opportunity and
accelerate Malaysia's transition into a resilient,
innovation-led economy.

“This vision centres on nurturing local
talent, developing homegrown technology,
and attracting strategic investments.

“We want Penang-based companies not
only to serve global supply chains, but also to
innovate, design and own technologies
backed by Malaysian expertise,” he said.

Acknowledging the challenges faced by
the sector, the statement noted that the
government is implementing targeted
strategies to strengthen the national economy,
including internal consolidation, regional
integration and international diversification.

Sim'’s remarks were made in conjunction
with two industrial dialogues hosted by
InvestPenang over the weekend. The sessions
were attended by Deputy Investment, Trade
and Industry Minister Liew Chin Tong,
InvestPenang CEO Datuk Loo Lee Lian and
over 30 stakeholders from the semiconductor
and high-tech sectors, including
representatives from multinational
corporations and local SMEs.

The dialogues addressed the impact of
global economic shifts and Malaysia’s long-
term position within the global value chain.

As Malaysia assumes the Asean
chairmanship this year, Sim also highlighted
the country’s role in leading efforts to
strengthen Asean as a cohesive economic
bloc.

He referred to a recent joint statement by
the Asean Economic Ministers reaffirming the
region’s commitment to navigating global
market volatility collectively.

Sim added that while Malaysia continues
to engage with traditional trade partners, it is
also expanding its reach by deepening ties
with emerging global players such as BRICS,
the European Union, the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation, Comprehensive and
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership member states and its Asean
neighbours.

“This strategy is not only about building
trade resilience — Malaysia can also leverage
its non-trade strategic advantages.

“Our strategic location, multicultural
society and position as a stable middle power
continue to attract global investors looking
for neutrality and certainty,” he said.

Echoing Sim’s remarks, Liew said the
evolving global trade environment presents
an opportunity for Penang and Malaysia to
shift from an FDI-driven, outsourced
manufacturing model to a more self-
sufficient, innovation-based economy.

Loo noted that companies are currently
reassessing their strategies in response to
rising global uncertainties. - Bernama
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Cops confirm arrest of teacher
over sexual harassment

> Two victims aged15and 25
lodge police reports, suspect
held for four days

ALOR SETAR: Police have confirmed the arrest
of a male teacher from a private school near
here who is suspected of sexually harassing
several students.

Kota Setar police chief ACP Siti Nor Salawati
Saad said the 34-year-old suspect was detained
at 4.45pm on Saturday.

“Police have received two reports of sexual
harassment involving the suspect, lodged by
two victims aged 15 and 25, at the Alor Setar
police station.

“The first report, received on April 18, was
lodged by a former student who claimed that

the teacher had sent her obscene messages and
invited her to engage in sexual acts.

“She came forward after learning that
he had allegedly behaved similarly towards
other students.”

Siti Nor Salawati said the second report was
lodged on April 19 by another victim, who
claimed she had received obscene messages
and was asked to send nude photos and engage
in sexual acts with the same teacher.

She said the suspect has been remanded for
four days to assist with the investigation.

The case is being investigated under
Section 509 of the Penal Code and
Section 15(a)/11 of the Sexual Offences Against
Children Act 2017, Bernama reported.

In a separate case in Terengganu, police
arrested a woman suspected of scolding and
assaulting her young daughter at a laundromat
in Chukai last Wednesday.

Kemaman police chief Supt Mohd Razi Rosli

said the 45-year-old was arrested at her home at
7.27pm on Monday.

He said the arrest was made after a CCTV
recording was widely shared on social
media showing a girl being scolded and
assaulted by a woman believed to be her
mother at a laundromat.

“Investigations revealed that the woman
acted in such a manner - scolding and hitting
the child - out of concern for her daughter’s
safety as the child had been running in front of
the shop and was at risk of being hit by a
vehicle.

He said an initial medical report found that
the victim sustained minor injuries to the
middle of her forehead and is currently under
the care of her father.

“Police are urging witnesses to come
forward or contact the Kemaman district police
headquarters operations room at 09-859 2222
to assist with the investigation,” he said.

MACC to quiz Ismail Sabri again tomorrow

KUALA LUMPUR: The Malaysian
Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC) will recall
Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob tomorrow to
resume recording his statement as part of
ongoing investigations into alleged corruption
and money laundering.

Its chief commissioner Tan Sri Azam Baki said
the upcoming session pertains specifically to the
former prime minister’s asset declaration
submitted under Section 36(1) of the MACC
Act 2009.

“He is being recalled to continue providing
his statement,” Azam said briefly after attending
the 11th Certified Integrity Officer Convocation
Ceremony yesterday.

The Bera MP is under investigation over
alleged corruption and money laundering
involving the acquisition and use of funds for the
promotion and publicity of the Keluarga
Malaysia programme during his tenure from
August 2021 to November 2022.

The investigation is being conducted under
the MACC Act 2009 and the Anti-Money
Laundering, Anti-Terrorism Financing and
Proceeds of Unlawful Activities Act 2001.

On March 3, Azam was reported as stating
that Ismail Sabri is a suspect in a corruption and
money laundering case, following the discovery
of about RM170 million in multiple currencies
and 16kg of gold bars during an MACC raid at a
designated safe house.

The MACC has reportedly frozen 13 bank
accounts to facilitate the investigation.

On the illegal encroachment of land in Raub,
Pahang, Azam confirmed that the MACC
opened an investigation on the matter in 2021
and will continue its investigation in light of
recent developments.

“Our focus will be on two aspects. First, the

element of corruption concerning how the
illegal land encroachments occurred over a
certain period. Second, issues of governance
within the district office and the Land and
Mines Office”

On April 14, the Sultan of Pahang
Al-Sultan Abdullah Ri'ayatuddin Al-Mustafa
Billah Shah took a firm stance that there should
be no unlawful encroachment of land in the
state and appropriate action must be taken

Ismail Sabri is under investigation over alleged corruption and money laundering involving the
acquisition and use of funds during his tenure from August 2021 to November 2022. - BERNAMAPIC

against those involved.

Previously, an enforcement operation at
durian orchards in Raub drew widespread
attention after some growers expressed
grievance over the destruction of their crops,
Bernama reported.

However, the Pahang government denied
any violation of a court order with the felling of
about 200 Musang King durian trees in Sungai
Klau, Raub on April 8.

Online scams cost Pahang retirees over RM20m

KUANTAN: From 2022 to 2024, online scams
have cost retired civil servants in Pahang more
than RM20 miillion, affecting 302 individuals, the
Pahang legislative assembly was told yesterday.

State Consumer Affairs and Human
Resources Committee chairman Sim Chon Siang
said in 2022, 85 retirees were scammed,
incurring losses of more than RM8.9 million.

In 2023, 102 retirees were duped, with losses
totalling RM3.7 million, while in 2024, 115
victims recorded losses of RM8.9 million.

“Over the same period, 5,658 individuals
were targeted in online scams, with total losses
reaching RM120 million,” he said during the
assembly sitting at Wisma Sri Pahang yesterday.

He was responding to a question from
appointed assemblyman Datuk Wong Tat Chee,
who asked how many people in Pahang have
fallen victim to online scams in the past three
years, and the total losses involving retired civil
servants, Bernama reported.

In a separate development, state Agriculture,
Agro-based Industry, Biotechnology and
Education Committee chairman Datuk Seri
Mohd Soffi Abd Razak said the state government
has implemented the Pahang Hybrid School
Pilot Project in six schools under the Education
Ministry’s Digital Education Policy.

He said each school was allocated five
classrooms, bringing the total number of

classrooms involved to 30.

The schools selected for the project are
Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan (SMK) Abdul
Rahman Talib and SMK Sultanah Hajjah Kalsom
in Kuantan, SMK Seri Jengka in Maran, SMK
Padang Saujana in Jerantut, SMK Sulaiman in
Bentong and SMK Agama Kuala Lipis in Lipis.

He was addressing Datuk Mustapa Long
(BN-Padang Tengku), who asked for the list of
schools and the number of classrooms involved
in the pilot phase of the policy, as well as the
sources of funding to support the initiative.

He added the project also includes SMK RPS
Betau in Lipis, a Kampung Angkat Madani school
that has been allocated two classrooms.

Group wanted for
armed robbery

SHAH ALAM: Police are tracking a group of
men suspected of committing a robbery
while armed with a parang at a flower shop in
Jenjarom, Kuala Langat near here.

Kuala Langat deputy police chief DSP
Mohd Sufian Amin said this followed a report
by a woman at 4.50pm on Monday claiming
that she was robbed at the flower shop
at 1.30pm.

According to the report, the woman
claimed that a group of men, with their heads
covered and armed with a parang, arrived ina
white car and approached her in the shop.

“One of them pointed the parang at her
before snatching a gold necklace, worth
RM4,000, she was wearing.”

Mohd Sufian said the victim, who was with
her child in the shop, was not harmed.

He said police have opened an
investigation paper under Section 395/397 of
the Penal Code and urged those with
information regarding the incident to contact
the Kuala Langat district police headquarters
operations room at 03-3187 2222 to assist in
the investigation. - Bernama

Engineer loses
RM1.1m in
investment scheme

KUANTAN: An engineer has lost more than
RM1.1 million after falling victim to a
non-existent investment scheme promoted
through a website.

Pahang police chief Datuk Seri
Yahaya Othman said the 36-year-old man
became interested in the scheme and began
investing through an online platform on
Dec 3 last year.

He said the victim made 19 transactions
involving seven bank accounts, using his
savings as well as loans from family and
friends to invest.

“He only received a return of RM15,032.53
before the platform’s administrator began
giving various excuses to block the
withdrawal of more than RM4 million, which
was allegedly the profit from the investments.”

He added that the victim, upon realising
he had been deceived, lodged a police report
at the Kuantan district police headquarters
on Monday. - Bernama

Bid to smuggle teak
saplings foiled

KOTA BHARU: The General Operations Force
(GOF) Southeast Brigade has foiled an
attempt to smuggle 5,000 merbau (Malacca
teak) saplings during the Op Taring Wawasan,
which was conducted in front of a school
near Rantau Panjang.

Its commander Datuk Nik Ros Azhan Nik
Ab Hamid said that in the 8.30pm incident on
Monday, a team from the 7th Battalion, while
on a routine patrol, stopped a lorry being
driven suspiciously and discovered tree
saplings believed to have been smuggled
from a neighbouring country.

He said further inspection discovered that
the saplings are suspected to be infected
with pests and diseases, and the 42-year-old
lorry driver failed to produce documentation
or authorisation for transporting the plants.

“The total value of the seizure, including
the lorry, is estimated at RM550,000 and the
case is being investigated under Section 5 of
the Plant Quarantine Act 1976.

“The suspect and seized items have been
handed over to the Kelantan Agriculture
Department for further action. The GOF will
continue to intensify operations to address
the smuggling of foreign plants, which pose a
threat to the ecosystem and the safety of
local crops.” - Bernama



WEDNESDAY | APR 23,2025
NATIONAL

ON YOUTUBE

Villagers preserve heritage
through traditional game

> Playing chaptehtogether strengthens bonds
and promotes important values, such as
cooperation, focus, patience: Resident

TAPAH: While many traditional
games are slowly fading into
obscurity, the residents of Kampung
Kassim in Tapah Road, within the
Ayer Kuning state constituency,
continue to keep their heritage alive
by gathering almost every evening
to play chapteh, also known as
chicken shuttlecock.

Their laughter and shouts of
encouragement as they pass the
feathered shuttlecock, resembling
a badminton birdie, fill the
village with a lively and nostalgic
atmosphere.

Like sepak raga, chapteh
demands agility, balance and sharp
reflexes as players use their feet to
keep the shuttlecock in the air.

Food stall vendor Ismail Mohd
Ali, 43, said aside from being an
enjoyable way to stay active,
the game promotes important
values, such as cooperation, focus
and patience.

“Playing together strengthens the
bonds among villagers,” he said,
adding that the game has become a
fun and relaxing way to unwind after
along day of work.

He shared that his love for
chapteh began during childhood
after watching his father play with
fellow villagers.

“I have been playing since [ was a
boy. Seeing my father and his
friends enjoying the game inspired
me to pick it up. Now, when we see
kids more engrossed in their
phones, we feel compelled to keep
this tradition alive.”

Another  local  enthusiast
Salleh Iman, 40, said interest in

traditional games, such as chapteh,
could be cultivated among the
young generation, if they are given
the chance.

“Sometimes, children see us
playing and get curious. That is
when we step in to teach them. Itis a
great way to ensure this game does
not vanish with time.”

He said they introduce the game
to children and teach them how to
make the traditional chapteh using
cork and real chicken feathers.

While such handmade
shuttlecocks carry sentimental
value, modern versions are

widely available online at around
RM35 each.

Lorry driver Abdul Khadir Ismail,
39, expressed hope that the
traditional game could be revived
and popularised through organised
competitions, whether at the village,
state or even national level.

He said sustaining interest in
chapteh requires strong support
from various quarters, including
the government, schools and
youth organisations.

“With the right collaboration, we
could organise workshops or
weekend activities. We are more
than willing to go out and teach the
younger generation, as long as the
spirit and willingness are there”

He said chapteh should be
more than just a pastime,
Bernama reported.

It should be embraced as a
symbol of village identity, a unifying
force and a cultural heritage worth
preserving for future generations,
he added.

0/theSnMedia

Creative
advocacy for
environment

KUALA LUMPUR: Imagine walking
through a bustling public space in
Malaysia and spotting a man dressed
in a traditional Japanese kimono,
wooden clogs softly clacking as he
bends down to pick up litter.

This may seem unusual but for
Nik Ahmad Kashfi Nik Zamani, 30, it is
his way of inspiring a cleaner and
more mindful community.

Also known as Kay, this young man
from Kota Bharu, Kelantan has been
catching attention on TikTok through
his account @kay.chanel52.

His videos present a
of  cultural  uniqueness
environmental advocacy.

“It all started about three years ago.
| had just started my TikTok account
and wanted to create content about
cleanliness. It frustrated me to see
people littering.”

He initially filmed his efforts in
casual attire, picking up trash in public
areas. However, he soon realised that a
more striking approach could amplify
his message.

“I heard from friends that the
Japanese are famously disciplined
about cleanliness, so | thought: "Why
not take a little inspiration from their
culture?' It was not just about looking
different; it was about sparking
curiosity and starting conversations”’

Dressed in his kimono and wooden
clogs, and armed with a litter picker
and a basket, Kay spends two to three
hours a day collecting litter around
popular spots in Kota Bharu.

“When people see me, they often
stop and ask what | am doing. That is
when | share the message that caring
for our environment is a responsibility
for everyone”

While some question Kay’s choice
of a foreign cultural identity to deliver
his message, he remains focused on
his mission.

“Some people ask why | use a

different cultural image for this. For
- me, what matters is that the message
of cleanliness reaches people and
makes a difference!” - Bernama

blend
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Abdul Khadir said sustaining interest in chapteh requires support from the
government, schools and youth organisations. - BERNAMAPIC
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Former S'pore first lady
Noor Aishah dies at 91

SINGAPORE: Former first lady, Noor Aishah
Mohammad Salim, widow of the country’s first
president Yusof Ishak, died yesterday at the age
of 91.

The Prime Minister’s Office said Noor Aishah
died peacefully at Singapore General Hospital at
4.28am.

“The prime minister and his Cabinet
colleagues are deeply saddened by the passing
of Puan Noor Aishah Mohammad Salim, the wife
of first president Yusof Ishak. They extend their
deepest condolences to her family during this
difficult time;” it said.

She will be laid to rest at Kranji State Cemetery
alongside her husband.

As a mark of respect, she will be accorded the
honour of being borne on the Ceremonial Gun
Carriage for her final journey from Masjid
Ba'alwie to Kranji State Cemetery.

Noor Aishah was a pillar of support to the late
president throughout his tenure from 1959 to
1970 - a pivotal period in Singapore’s history.

“She was also deeply involved in charitable
causes and championed social initiatives,
particularly in support of women, children and
the less privileged.

“Her grace, humility and unwavering
dedication earned her the respect of
Singaporeans from all walks of life and continue
to inspire us today,’ the statement read.

In recognition of her contributions, Noor
Aishah was awarded the Special Medal of
Honour by the National Trades Union Congress in
1971 and was inducted into the Singapore
Women's Hall of Fame in 2018.

Prime Minister Lawrence Wong also paid
tribute to her in a Facebook post, saying her
kindness and service had touched countless
lives.

He noted that beyond the Istana, she devoted
herself to community work through
organisations such as the Singapore Red Cross
and the Singapore Muslim Women's Association.

“May her legacy continue to inspire us all,” he
said.

Born on May 21, 1933, in Selangor, Noor
Aishah spent her early years in Penang.

She married Yusof, then founder and
managing director of Utusan Melayu in 1949.

In 1959, at the age of 26, she became
Singapore’s first lady when Yusof was appointed
as the Yang di-Pertuan Negara and subsequently
became the nation’s first president. - Bernama

Vietnam social media
users hit by crackdown

BANGKOK: Vietnam is targeting ordinary social
media users for posts criticising the state in an
expanding crackdown on dissent, Human Rights
Watch (HRW) said yesterday.

Vietnam, a one-party state, has long
sentenced bloggers and human rights activists
to hefty jail terms, but now even those with no
appreciable public profiles risk arrest if they
voice a grievance against communist party
officials, HRW said in a report.

Members of the public are being targeted
through an expansion of the scope of Article 331
of the penal code, which centres on the
“infringement of state interests’, the report says.

Between 2018 and February 2025,
Vietnamese courts convicted and sentenced at
least 124 people to harsh prison terms under
Article 331, according to HRW.

In the six years to 2017, only 28 were
sentenced under equivalent laws, it said.

Vietnamese authorities “abuse the ... law not
only to silence prominent activists and
whistleblowers, but to retaliate against ordinary
people who complain about poor services or
police abuse’, said Patricia Gossman, associate
Asia director at Human Rights Watch.

Among those imprisoned under the article is
Vu Thi Kim Hoang, a seamstress who allowed her
partner to use her laptop at her home, where he
discussed political issues on social media. For
hosting him, she was jailed for two and half
years. — AFP

ardinals decide on
Saturday for Pope’s funeral

2 Francis will be buried
in Basilica of St Mary Major

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis’ funeral will
be held on Saturday in St Peter’s Square,
Roman Catholic cardinals decided
yesterday, setting the stage for a solemn
ceremony that will draw leaders from
around the world.

Francis, 88, died unexpectedly on
Monday after suffering a stroke and cardiac
arrest, the Vatican said, ending an often
turbulent reign in which he repeatedly
clashed with traditionalists and championed
the poor and marginalised.

The pontiff spent five weeks in hospital
earlier this year suffering from double
pneumonia. But he returned to the Vatican
almost a month ago and had seemed to be
recovering, appearing in St Peter’s Square on
Easter Sunday.

The Vatican released photographs of
Francis dressed in his vestments and laid in
a wooden coffin in the chapel of the Santa
Marta residence, where he lived during his
12-year papacy.

His body will be taken into St Peter’s
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Basilica today at 9am (3pm in Malaysia), in a
procession led by cardinals, allowing the
faithful to pay their last respects.

His funeral service will be held in St Peter’s
Square, in the shadow of the Basilica, on
Saturday at 10am (4pm in Malaysia).

President Donald Trump, who clashed
repeatedly with the pope about immigration,
said he and his wife would fly to Rome for the
service.

Among other heads of state set to attend
were Javier Milei, president of Francis’ native
Argentina, Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva and Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy.

In a break from tradition, Francis confirmed
in his final testament released on Monday that
he wished to be buried in Rome’s Basilica of St
Mary Major and not St Peter’s, where many of
his predecessors were laid to rest.

His sudden death has set in motion ancient
rituals, as the 1.4-billion-member Church
started the transition from one pope to another,
including the breaking of the pope’s
“Fisherman’s Ring” and lead seal, used in his
lifetime to seal documents, so they cannot be
used by anyone else.

All cardinals in Rome were summoned to a
meeting yesterday to decide on the sequencing
of events in the coming days and review the
day-to-day running of the Church in the period
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Thai parishioners praying at Saint Louis Catholic Church in Bangkok on Monday. - REUTERSPIC

Filipinos wrestle with death of pontiff

MANILA: Church bells rang out across the
Philippines on Monday evening as Asia’s
bastion of Catholicism mourned the death of
Pope Francis.

Residents in the capital were still processing
the news and some rushed to cathedrals to
pray.

Outside the Baclaran Church in metro
Manila, 23-year-old Jeslie Generan said the
reality of the pope’s death was only just sinking
n.

“I was shocked because | had already read
that he was OK, he was no longer sick, that his
condition improved,” she said.

Inside the soaring cathedral, a framed
portrait of the pope affectionately known as
“Lolo Kiko', or “grandfather Francis’, sat next to a

statue of Jesus, a candle to either side.

A handful of parishioners filed down after
the sermon, kneeling and praying for Pope
Francis in front of his picture.

“We feel the loss because he is the face of
the Church," said parishioner Marlon Delgado.

“| was at first shocked and then a feeling of
sadness overwhelmed me!”

Jhayson Banquiles, 19, said the country’s 85
million Catholics had lost the “voice of God".

Vincent Abrena, 38, said he had learned of
the death at his office.

“That’s why after work | rushed to Manila
cathedral ... to pray for him”

Pope Francis, who appointed three of the 10
Filipino cardinals in Church history, visited the
archipelago nation only once, when he led a

before a new pope is elected. A conclave to
choose a new pope normally takes place 15 to
20 days after the death of a pontiff, meaning it
should not start before May 6.

Some 135 cardinals are eligible to take part
in the secretive ballot, which can stretch over
days before white smoke pouring from the
chimney of the Sistine Chapel tells the world
that a new pope has been picked.

At present there is no clear frontrunner to
succeed Francis.

Pope Francis inherited a Church in disarray
and worked hard to overhaul the Vatican's
central administration, root out corruption and,
after a slow start, confront the scourge of child
abuse within the ranks of the priesthood.

He often clashed with conservatives,
nostalgic for a traditional past, who saw Francis
as overly liberal and too accommodating to
minority groups.

Francis appointed nearly 80% of the cardinal
electors who will choose the next pope,
increasing the possibility that his successor will
continue his progressive policies.

Many of the cardinals are little known
outside their own countries and they will have a
chance to get to know one another at meetings
known as General Congregations that take
place in the days before a conclave starts and
where a profile of the qualities needed for the
next pope will take shape. - Reuters

mass for survivors of Super Typhoon Haiyan.

He came just over a year after the most
powerful storm in Philippine history devastated
fishing and farming towns and left more than
6,000 people dead in November 2013.

Hundreds of thousands of people turned
out for his arrival, chanting “long live the pope”
as he disembarked only to be pelted with rains
and heavy winds.

“When | saw in Rome that catastrophe (the
typhoon), | felt | had to be here. And on those
very days, | decided to come here. I'm here to be
with you,” he said as many in the crowd
clutched crucifixes and wept.

On Monday, a video about his visit had
garnered more than five million views within
two hours of its posting by a news outlet. - AFP
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US lawmakers push for
deportee’s release

2 Democratic delegation
meets El Salvador officials

SAN SALVADOR: A delegation of Democratic
lawmakers visited El Salvador on Monday in a
new push to secure the release of a wrongly
deported US resident at the centre of a
mounting political row.

Kilmar Abrego Garcia was sent back to his
country and remains imprisoned there despite
the US Supreme Court ordering President
Donald Trump’s administration to allow his
return to the United States.

“There is no reason for me to believe that
our administration, the Trump
administration, is doing anything to facilitate
his safe return home, and that is simply
unacceptable,” congresswoman Yassamin
Ansari told reporters after meeting US
embassy officials.

“It isn’t just about Kilmar. It is the fact that
our government is relentlessly going after any
immigrant that’s trying to come to the United
States or is in the United States without any
regard for due process” the Arizona
representative said.

Ansari was accompanied by fellow US
House Democrats Robert Garcia,
Maxwell Frost and Maxine
Dexter.

Frost said there was “zero
indication” that the Trump
administration was trying to
bring Abrego Garcia back.

“But we've got to be clear - this
isn’t just about him. This is also
about every single person in the
United States. The constitution
applies to all people in our
country. Due process applies to
all people in our country,” the
Florida representative said.

Frost said that Salvadoran
President ~ Nayib  Bukele’s
administration had denied a request for the
group of US lawmakers to meet the deported
man.

The visit comes days after Democratic
Senator Chris Van Hollen of Maryland, the
state where Abrego Garcia has lived for years
with his wife and child, arrived in the Central
American country.

Van Hollen eventually managed to meet
Abrego Garcia.

Ansari

Trump’s administration has
paid El Salvador millions of
dollars to lock up nearly 300
migrants it says are criminals
and gang members including
Abrego Garcia.

The 29-year-old was detained
in Maryland last month and
expelled to El Salvador along
with 238 Venezuelans and 22
fellow Salvadorans who were
deported shortly after Trump
invoked a rarely used wartime
authority.

El  Salvador’s  President
Bukele has vowed not to return
Abrego Garcia to the United States, but on
Sunday proposed to Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro to exchange his countrymen
for “political prisoners” in Venezuela.

Maduro responded on Monday in his
weekly address by calling Bukele a “systematic
and serial violator of human rights” and
demanding the Venezuelans’ “unconditional
release’.

The Trump administration admitted that

Abrego Garcia was deported due to an
“administrative error’, and the Supreme Court
ruled that the government must “facilitate” his
return.

But Trump has since doubled down,
insisting Abrego Garcia is a gang member.

Bukele, who was hosted at the White House
last week, said he did not have the power to
return Abrego Garcia.

The migrant’s supporters note he had
protected legal status and no criminal
conviction in the United States.

“My parents fled an authoritarian regime in
Iran where people were ‘disappeared’ - [
refuse to sit back and watch it happen here,”
Ansari said in a statement.

“What happened to Kilmar Abrego Garcia is
not just one family’s nightmare - it is a
constitutional crisis that should outrage every
single one of wus’ said Dexter, a
congresswoman from Oregon.

Abrego Garcia told Van Hollen that he was
initially imprisoned at the Terrorism
Confinement Centre, a mega-prison for gang
members, but was later transferred to a jail in
the western department of Santa Ana. - AFP

Taiwan govt grapples with spending cuts

TAIPEI: Taiwan's Cabinet said yesterday it will
ask the opposition controlled legislature to
release more than US$4 billion (RM17.52
billion) in funds frozen as part of a stand-off
over this year’s budget, which the government
says could seriously affect their operations.

While the Democratic Progressive Party’s
(DPP) Lai Ching-te won the presidency in last
year’s elections, the party lost its majority in
parliament.

Taiwan's main opposition party, the
Kuomintang (KMT), along with the small Taiwan
People’s Party (TPP), control the most seats, and
earlier this year voted through sweeping cuts to
2025's budget, saying they were targeting
waste, and froze other funds saying they
wanted greater oversight on spending plans.

In a statement, Cabinet spokesperson
Michelle Lee said the government will ask
parliament to unfreeze US$4.25 billion in funds.

The Cabinet “hopes the Legislative Yuan can
unfreeze itallin a short period of time to reduce
the difficulties and inconveniences people have
in their dealings with the administration’, Lee
said, using parliament’s formal name.

The Cabinet will also seek a legal
interpretation from the constitutional court on
both the constitutionality of the budget as
passed by lawmakers, and a separate legal
amendment granting more money to local
governments at the expense of the central
government, Lee added.

The Defence Ministry has warned of a
“serious impact” to security from the amended
budget, saying it will require a cut in defence
spending at a time when the island is facing an
elevated Chinese military threat.

Taiwan's opposition has shown little
appetite to seek compromise with the
government on the budget issue, given they

are angered at a campaign led by civic groups
and backed by senior DPP officials to recall a
swathe of opposition lawmakers.

The KMT and TPP chairmen met earlier
yesterday vowing to redouble efforts to work
together against the “green communists’,
referring to the DPP’s party colours, and will
hold a joint protest on Saturday.

“We don't just want to take down Lai Ching-
te, but the entire corrupt, arrogant and abusive
system,” KMT Chairman Eric Chu wrote on his
Facebook page after meeting TPP Chairman
Huang Kuo-chang.

Lai and the DPP’s public approval ratings
have remained relatively high.

A poll last week by Taiwan television station
Mirror TV put the DPP’s approval rating at 45%,
relatively steady over the past year, with both
the KMT and TPP on around 28%, both down
compared with the year ago period. - Reuters

Thai court convicts
ex-prosecutors

BANGKOK: A court here yesterday convicted
two former prosecutors for misconduct in
connection with a high-profile hit-and-run case
involving the fugitive heir to the Red Bull energy
drink empire.

Vorayuth “Boss” Yoovidhya, the grandson of
the late Thai billionaire Chaleo Yoovidhya who
created the Red Bull energy drink, is accused of
crashing his Ferrari into a policeman in 2012 and
dragging his body under the vehicle for more
than 100m before fleeing.

His whereabouts is unknown and he is likely
living abroad, according to media reports.

A former deputy attorney-general who
oversaw Vorayuth’s, case, Net Naksuk, and
another prosecutor were sentenced to three and
two years respectively yesterday after being
found guilty of misconduct in helping Vorayuth
avoid prosecution and deciding not to indict
him.

Vorayuth, who was 27 at the time of the
incident, was later charged with speeding, hit-
and-run and reckless driving causing death. He
ignored multiple court summons before
authorities issued a warrant for his arrest five
years after the incident.

He initially admitted to driving the car but
denied other charges. The hit-and-run case has
captured significant public attention in Thailand,
stoking anger over a perception of impunity for
the wealthy, with Vorayuth still at large, despite
repeated promises from authorities to bring him

to justice.
Six other defendants in the case, including
former national police chief Somyot

Poompanmoung, were acquitted due to
insufficient evidence.
The two former prosecutors have denied
wrongdoing and were appealing the verdict.
“The actions of the defendants undermined
the credibility of the justice system,” the court
said. - Reuters

Myanmar rebels
hand over city to govt

YANGON: A Myanmar armed group is preparing
to hand a captured city back to the military in a
Beijing-brokered deal, China’s Foreign Ministry
said yesterday.

The Myanmar National Democratic Alliance
Army (MNDAA) ousted Myanmar's military from
the city of Lashio in August last year, capturing
their northeastern command and a key trade
route to China.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Guo Jiakun told
reporters the MNDAA is set to relinquish the city
to the military without firing a shot.

“At the joint invitation of both sides, China
recently dispatched a ceasefire monitoring team
to Lashio, Myanmar, to oversee the ceasefire
between the Myanmar military and the MNDAA
and to witness the smooth and orderly handover
of Lashio’s urban area,” he said.

China is a major ally and arms supplier of the
government but also maintains ties with ethnic
rebel groups that hold territory near its border
like the MNDAA, which can muster around 8,000
fighters.

Monitors have said the fall of Lashio, about
100km from Chinese territory, was a step too far
for Beijing, which balked at the prospect of
instability on its borders.

A military source, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said: “Some military officers have
been transferred to Lashio in recent days. Some
are on their way to Lashio already”’

And a spokesman for the Lashio office of
another group, allied with the MNDAA, said they
were “seeing military vehicles in town'”.

In late 2023, the MNDAA and two other
groups began an offensive which seized swathes
of northern Shan state, including lucrative ruby
mines and trade links.

Beijing has long been eyeing the territory for
infrastructure investment. — AFP
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US universities
condemn political
interference

WASHINGTON: More than 100 US
universities and colleges, including Ivy
League institutions Princeton and
Brown, issued a joint letter yesterday
condemning President Donald Trump's
political interference in the education

system.
The move comes a day after Harvard
University sued the Trump

administration, which has threatened to
cut funding and impose outside
political supervision.

“We speak with one voice against the
unprecedented government overreach
and political interference now
endangering American higher
education,” the letter read.

“We are open to constructive reform
and do not oppose legitimate
government oversight. However, we
must oppose undue government
intrusion,” it said, adding: “We must
reject the coercive use of public
research funding!”

Trump has sought to bring several
prestigious universities to heel over
claims they tolerated campus anti-
Semitism, threatening their budgets,
tax-exempt status and the enrolment of
foreign students.

Several top institutions, including
Columbia University, have bowed to
demands from the administration,
which claims that the educational elite is
too left-wing.

In the case of Harvard, the White
House is seeking unprecedented levels
of government control over the inner
workings of the country’s oldest and
wealthiest university.

The Harvard lawsuit filed in federal
court in Boston said the government
has launched a broad attack on funding
for cutting-edge research at major
universities. — AFP/Reuters

DRONE STRIKE KILLS

LEBANON COMMANDER
BEIRUT: An Israeli drone strike
south of the Lebanese capital
killed a top commander from
Jama‘a Islamiya, the group said
yesterday. The strike killed Hussein
Atawi as he was driving from his
home to his office in Beirut. Israel
has continued to carry out strikes
on Lebanese territory, mostly
targeting fighters from Lebanese
armed group Hezbollah or its arms
depots. Israeli troops also still
occupy five hilltop positions in
southern Lebanon. Lebanon,
Hezbollah and Jama‘a Islamiya
have condemned the strikes and
Israeli troop presence, calling
them violations of a truce and of
Lebanon’s sovereignty. Israel says
the fighters and weapons pose a
threat to its civilians. — Reuters

RUSSIAN COURT CUTS

U.S. CONVICT JAIL TERM
MOSCOW: A court here ordered
yesterday that the jail sentence of
a US citizen convicted of drug
trafficking be reduced to nine
years from 12, the man's lawyer
said. Robert Woodland was found
guilty in July 2024 of attempting
to sell drugs after he was arrested
while transporting about 50gm of
mephedrone to a safe cache in
Moscow. It was not clear why his
sentence was lowered. Woodland
is one of at least 10 Americans still
behind bars in Russia following a
prisoner swap between Moscow
and Washington earlier this
month. — Reuters

DOJ seeks to make Google
sell Chrome, share data

> Company plans to
appeal proposal

WASHINGTON: Alphabet’s Google
needs strong measures imposed on
it to prevent it from using its
artificial intelligence products to
extend its dominance in online
search, a Department of Justice
attorney said as a trial in the
antitrust case began on Monday.

The outcome of the case could
fundamentally reshape the internet
by unseating Google as the go-to
portal for information online.

The department is seeking an
order that would require Google to
sell its Chrome browser and take
other measures to end what a judge

found was its monopoly in online
search.

Now is the “time to tell Google
and all other monopolists that there
are consequences when you break
the antitrust laws,” David Dahlquist
said during his opening statement.

The DOJ and a coalition of state
attorneys general are pressing for
remedies they believe will restore
competition even as search evolves
to overlap with generative Al
products such as ChatGPT.

“This court’s remedy should be
forward-looking and not ignore
what is on the horizon,” he said.

Google’s search monopoly helps
improve its Al products, which are
also a way to lead users to its search
engine, he said.

Google has agreed to pay
Samsung monthly to install

Google’s Gemini Al app on devices,
a deal that can be extended into
2028. The financial terms were not
disclosed, but Dahlquist
characterised the monthly amount
as an “enormous sum’.

Google’s lawyer, John
Schmidtlein, said the DOJ’s
proposals amount to “a wishlist for
competitors looking to get the
benefits of Google’s extraordinary
innovations”.

Al competitors “would like
handouts as well even though they
are competing just fine’) he said.

Google argues that its Al
products are outside the scope of
the case, which focused on search
engines. Adopting the proposed
remedies “would hold back
American innovation at a critical
juncture’, Google executive Lee-

Anne Mulholland said in a post.

The company has said it will
appeal once a final judgment is
entered.

Antitrust  enforcers  have
proposed far-reaching measures
designed to quickly open the search
market and give new competitors a
leg up.

Their proposals include ending
Google’s exclusive agreements with
tablet and smartphone makers like
Apple to make Google the default
search engine on their devices.

Google would also have to

license  search  results to
competitors, among other
requirements. The DOJ has

proposed that, if other remedies fail
to restore competition, Google
would be forced to sell its Android
mobile operating system. - Reuters

GENEVA: The United Nations
warned yesterday that Gaza was
facing deepening hunger 50 days
into a total Israeli blockade on all aid
entering the territory.

“Gaza has become a land of
desperation,” said Philippe Lazzarini,
head of the UN agency for
Palestinian  refugees  UNRWA.
“Hunger is  spreading and
deepening”

UN spokesperson Stephane
Dujarric told a news conference:
“Today marks 50 days since the
Israeli authorities have blocked
supplies of any kind."

Citing the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA), Dujarric said: “Since
early March, not a single truck
carrying food, fuel, medicine or any
other essentials has been allowed in,

haza aid blockde e

no matter how critical they are for
people’s survival.”

Warning over the “dangerously
low” food stocks, Dujarric said:
“Rations have been cut. Critical
medicines, vaccines, and medical
supplies are all running low.”

“Ambulances have had to scale
back life-saving services because
there’s almost no fuel to power
these ambulances. Cooking gas has
disappeared. Bakeries have been
forced to shut down.”

He warned that “the impact of
the continued blocking of aid is
devastating. Children and adults
alike are going hungry. Access to
health care is falling apart,” adding
that “attacks on civilians, including
emergency teams and aid workers,
have surged again.”

Following Israel’s internal

i)

hters 50th day

investigation into an airstrike that
killed aid workers in Rafah, Dujarric
said: “It is clear that too many
civilians, including aid workers, have
been killed in Gaza"

“There needs to be
accountability,” he said, noting that a
UN investigation would require a
specific mandate.

On the ceasefire talks, Dujarric
said: “All we can hope for is for an
agreement to ensure humanitarian
aid once again flows freely and
unhindered into Gaza."

The Israeli army resumed its
assault on Gaza on March 18,
shattering a Jan 19 ceasefire and
prisoner exchange agreement.

Overall, it has killed more than
51,200 Palestinians in Gaza since
October 2023.

Israel halted the delivery of aid to

Army excavators
demolish a
building in Beit
Omar village
north of Hebron
in the West Bank
on Monday. The
buildings fall in
Area C
designated by
the 1995 Oslo
Accords as
occupied
territory which
remains under
full Israeli control.
Under lsraeli
military law,
Palestinians
cannot build
structures in the
area without
permits, which
are typically
refused, and
demolitions are
common.
—AFPPIC

the enclave on March 2, hours after
the end of the truce deal’s 42-day

first phase.
Gaza's civil defence agency said
Israeli ~ airstrikes since dawn

yesterday killed at least 25 people.

Mohammad Mughayyir, a senior
official with the agency, said nine
people were killed and several
wounded when an airstrike hit a
house in the centre of Khan Younis.

Six more remained trapped
under the rubble, he said.

Another nine were killed in
strikes on Jabalia refugee camp in
northern Gaza, Mughayyir said,
including five when a tent housing
displaced people was hit.

Five others were killed in a strike
on a home in the Al-Shati refugee
camp of Gaza City, he said, while
two died in Rafah. — Bernama/AFP
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Pope Francis - The people s pontiff

OMAN Catholics around the world
were delighted when Pope Francis
marked Easter Sunday by blessing
housands gathered in Vatican City’s
St Peter’s Square and then went
on a surprise tour of the piazza
in his open-topped Popemobile.
Hopes rose that the 88-year-
old pontiff had recovered from
the double pneumonia that had
left him close to death in
hospital.
Tragically, his appearance
took on a different significance

“A breath of
fresh air in the
(atholic
Church, Pope

rightly made the link between the threat to the
planet - “our common home” - and the large-
scale mlgratlon it might cause, saying that the
poor are “on the front line of environmental
degradation” because they often subsist on
agriculture, forestry and fishing.

In his final message, Pope Francis
condemned the “deplorable humanitarian
situation” in Gaza. A strong advocate of
Palestinian rights, he spoke
regularly during the Hamas-
Israel conflict with the pastor of
the Holy Family Church in the
territory, where lay members
sheltered both Muslims and
Christians.

A breath of fresh air in the
Catholic Church, Pope Francis
spurned the trappings of power

on Monday when the Vatican F : and undoubtedly had a human
announced he had died hours rancis touch. The word “marginalised”
later. In hindsight, it is ran  through  his  public
remarkable that a frail pope was SPUI' n€d the statements like the words inside a
able to accomplish what he . stick of rock.
\év:;ted to do on such a symbolic tr applngS Of gav"le"h}g;i c?eudtisti(fioer ct}]::ml()]il;lrllli'rcllgl
To the end, Pope Francis was pOWEr and the excluded, antagonising his
true to the causes he made a internal conservative opponents
}‘}fllrrigr}l:toffhig pap:icy - notably, undoubtedly in abldi\trid}fd lmovement he was
e plight of migrants. unable to heal.
In his traditional message on His successor will now be
Sunday, read out on his behalf, hadahuman chosen by up to 138 cardinals
he lamented the “contempt” that touch under the arcane, highly

is “stirred up at times towards the

vulnerable, the marginalised and

migrants” It came a day after he

had metJD Vance, the US vice-president and a

Catholic, with whom he had previously

disagreed publicly over Donald Trump

administration’s policies on migration.
Another cause was climate change. He

Stay informed 7days a week starting from 1st April 2025

secretive process depicted in
Conclave, the film based on
Robert Harris’s book.

The Argentinian Pope Francis, the first
non-European pope in 1,300 years, appointed
more cardinals from the “global South” he
cared so much about. Perhaps the conclave
will afford him a fitting legacy by choosing the

Somos ciudadanos,
del Cielo, ylel
amonaDiosy
alpréjimoles

To the end, Pope Francis was true to the causes he made a hallmark of his papacy - notably, the plight of

migrants. — AFPPIC

first Black pope.

The Catholic Church should resist the
temptation to do what the Church of England
has done in the past: play pendulum politics
by replacing a moderniser with a traditionalist
or vice versa.

Pope Francis was a reformer frustrated by
what could be called the “deep state” of
conservative vested interests at the Vatican.
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Arguably, he upset both liberals, whose
hopes for greater change were raised but
dashed, and conservatives, who suspected he
intended to go further than he admitted.

Unfortunately, his unfinished revolution
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Trump’s Maga vision hits

ARELY 100 days into his
new term, President Donald
Trump is deeply embroiled
in battles on multiple fronts
in his Maga (Make America Great
Again) mission.
In the critical domestic
battleground, he has met with rebuff
after rebuff and significant

advancing his agenda of government
deregulation. However, here too, the
success has been less than initially
envisaged. The Department of
Government Efficiency (DOGE) was
established to cut federal spending,
reduce bureaucracy and streamline
procurement.

While it has overseen some

opposition across key HER layoffs of civil servants,
areas. Some relate to: 01 7:4 eliminated some agencies
© Immigration y~$ 2 and rescinded Joe Biden-

Trump’s policies on era rules, including
stricter  immigration environmental and
enforcement and healthcare regulations, its

attempts at selective
deportation have faced
strong legal challenges
and opposition from those
who argue that the policies
are anti-democratic, discriminatory,
inhumane and ineffective.
© Social policies

Very much in the news and
receiving what appears to be wider
support is his handling of LGBTQ+

&

rights, particularly transgender
rights, though these have also faced
legal challenges and public

protests. Meanwhile, the issue of
abortion remains highly divisive, with
ongoing legal battles over state-level
restrictions.
© Healthcare

Efforts to repeal and replace the
Affordable Care Act, also known
as Obamacare, have sparked
widespread protests and legal battles
with ongoing debates about access to
healthcare, pre-existing conditions
and the role of the government in
healthcare.
© Environment

Trump has almost single-
handedly  destroyed the US
reputation as an influential stake
player and stakeholder in addressing
and mitigating the many-faceted
global environmental crisis. The
withdrawal from the Paris Climate
Agreement, expediting permits for
fossil fuel development, rolling back
emissions reporting requirements
and support for other anti-green
Trump initiatives have drawn
opposition from the public, including
those in the scientific community as
well as state and local governments.
© Government efficiency

Trump has met with quicker
success with the flurry of executive
orders and policy shifts aimed at

mission objective of saving
a trillion dollars in the

%
iy TECK (3(\(" federal budget has now been

drastically reduced to a modest
US$150 billion (RM658 billion),
according to the latest update by
Elon Musk.
Challenging Maga’s domestic
agenda
Ominously, the outlook for Trump
making much headway with his
Maga agenda for the coming months
and probably until the end of his
current administration in 2028 is
looking bleak.

Firstly, he has underestimated the
legal and constitutional challenges
that are bringing intense legal and
public scrutiny, causing delay into
virtually every issue and sector in
which he is attempting policy reform
and change.

Despite the Supreme Court
with the majority of its members
being seen as leaning towards the
conservative camp, Trump cannot
expect automatic support for the
cases that are brought before it. This
is because the US Constitution sets
limits on presidential power and any
attempt to expand those limits faces
resistance from the courts and other
branches of government.

Increasingly too, questions are

being asked on the limits of
presidential authority and the
president’s ability to override
congress.

Meanwhile, we are seeing the
lower judiciary play a crucial role in
reviewing the constitutionality of
laws and executive actions.

This has provided victories to
opponents of some of Trump’s
executive orders and policies. These
opponents, although a motley and

Trump’'s administration policies on stricter immigration enforcem

s\ [ e

ent and attempts at selecti
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ve deportation have faced

strong legal challenges and opposition from those who argue that the policies are anti-democratic, discriminatory,

inhumane and ineffective. — REUTERSPIC

disparate group of state attorneys
general, civil rights organisations and
advocacy groups, have been able to
block or effectively alter orders
relating to various travel bans and
border security violations, citing
concerns over due process and equal
protection.

Perhaps more challenging for
Trump has been the difficulty in
gaining support from the opposition
party for key domestic reform
initiatives. Not only has there been
little bipartisan cooperation but what
has emerged is a deeper political
polarisation between Republicans
and Democrats.

This has led to failure to find
common ground for legislative
agreement on controversial issues.
The small majority that the
Republican party has in both the
Senate and House means that the
gridlock accompanying every major
legislative proposal will lead to stalled
policies, delayed implementation
and a broader perception of political
stagnation - or even regression.

One of the greatest obstacles to

Trump succeeding in his domestic
agenda to make his vision of America
great has been the emergence of a
diverse network of activists and
organisations across the country.

These groups have mobilised to
protest on various policy issues and
to defend against the erosion of what
they view as core American values,
democratic norms and institutions,
which they believe the Trump
administration is destroying.

Although this evolving and
dynamic grassroots movement has
been handicapped by a host of
disadvantages and problems - such
as internal divisions over strategy
and messaging, the absence of
conventional political legitimacy and
reliance on social media to provide
coverage and visibility - it has
nonetheless been able to mobilise
strong support and raise the level of
political awareness and engagement,
especially among the younger
generation.

Turning point
Ironically, the final blow to Trump’s

Maga agenda may come from his
foreign policy approach. Presently
focusing on tariffs, this strategy
is widely expected to inflict
considerable pain on a wide swath of
American families and businesses.

This damage and pain will be
definitely felt by all the constituencies
supporting Trump and will lead to
inevitable reversals and losses for the
Republican party in the next round of
electoral contests.

“I always say ‘tariffs’ is the most
beautiful word to me in the
dictionary,” Trump said at a rally
just hours after his inauguration in
January. “Because tariffs are going to
make us rich as hell”

The “rich as hell” claim may
well go down as one of the most
extravagant, bizarre and strangely
prophetic proclamations uttered by
Trump to upend his government and
place in American history.

Lim Teck Ghee's Another Take is
aimed at demystifying social
orthodoxy. Comments:
letters@thesundaily.com

Safeguarding Malaysia’s digital future a national priority

1 AM writing to express my deep concern about
Malaysia’s alarming data protection crisis,
which | learned about at Spirit of Endeavour’s
recent “Strong Data Protection for Good
Business” event.

The statistics presented by Wong Kar Hong of
Young Technology Consulting paint a dire
picture of our nation’s cybersecurity landscape,
and | believe urgent action is needed from the
government and private sector.

In 2024 alone, a staggering 72.5% of users
discovered their personal information had been
compromised. Phone numbers were the most
leaked data type (98%), followed closely by
names (89%).

Even more troubling, scam calls nearly
doubled from 1.63 million in 2023 to 2.98 million
in 2024, resulting in financial losses of RM1.57
billion. The Digital Ministry’s report of a 1,192%

increase in data thefts between 2022 and 2023 is
particularly alarming, as is the 41% increase in
data breaches reported in 2024.

While the recent amendments to the
Personal Data Protection Act (PDPA) 2010 are a
step in the right direction, | believe more
comprehensive action is required. | propose the
following measures for the government’s
consideration:
© Establish a national cybersecurity task force:
This multiagency body will coordinate efforts
across  government  departments,  law
enforcement and the private sector to address
cybersecurity threats holistically.
© Implement mandatory cybersecurity
standards: Develop and enforce industry-
specific cybersecurity standards, particularly for
sectors handling sensitive data such as finance,
healthcare and telecommunications.
© Enhance public education: Launch a
nationwide cybersecurity awareness campaign
to educate citizens about online risks, data
protection and safe digital practices.

© Establish a cybersecurity skills

development programme: Partner with
educational institutions to create specialised
cybersecurity courses and certifications,
addressing the skills gap in this critical field.

© Implement regular security audits: Mandate
regular third-party security audits for government
agencies and critical infrastructure to identify and
address vulnerabilities.

© Create a national data breach reporting
system: Develop a centralised platform for
reporting and tracking data breaches, ensuring
quick response and analysis of trends.

© Enhance legal fi k: Strengthen laws
related to cybercrime, increasing penalties for
offenders and providing better protection for
whistleblowers.

The private sector also has a crucial role to
play. Businesses should prioritise appointing
internal data protection officers as advocated by
Wong to ensure long-term sustainability and
knowledge retention.

Organisations must also promptly notify
authorities and affected individuals of data
breaches and invest in ongoing employee

training on cybersecurity best practices.

This crisis affects every Malaysian whose
personal information is at risk. It is not just about
financial losses; it erodes public trust,
compromises national security and destabilises
our economy.

We must act now to strengthen cybersecurity
measures, train employees on compliance
protocols and adopt proactive strategies.

| urge the government to take swift action.
The private sector must also step up its efforts in
partnership with the government. Only through
a coordinated and comprehensive approach can
we hope to address this critical issue effectively.

Safeguarding our data is an investment in
trust, security and resilience for a safer digital
future for all Malaysians.

The time for action is now, and | hope this
serves as a call to action for all stakeholders
involved in protecting our digital infrastructure
and the personal data of our citizens.

AnishaaJ
Petaling Jaya
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Alliance Bank nears RM15b
goal in new sustainable loans

¢ Focus is on assisting smaller players who
need greatest help: Chief strategy officer

KUALA LUMPUR: Alliance Bank
Malaysia Bhd is now close to
achieving RM15 billion in new
sustainable banking business for
green projects to support small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) ahead of
the targeted 2027 financial year.

The bank has already given out
RM14 billion in new sustainable
banking facilities by empowering
SME:s to adopt environmental, social,
and governance (ESG) practices,
group chief  strategy  and
transformation officer Aaron Sum
said.

He said Alliance Bank has
managed to do this in just two years
and 10 months, from November 2022
to January 2025, thanks largely to a
comprehensive suite of personalised
financial and beyond banking
solutions.

The solutions include customised
financing options and green funding
schemes from Bank Negara Malaysia,
such as low carbon transition facility,
high-tech (technology) and green
facility, and green mortgages, he told
Bernama in an interview.

“We are on track to meet our target

Birkin International Hotel sets new
benchmark for responsible hospitality

W BY AIMIE SHAZRIE
sunbiz@thesundaily.com

ahead of schedule and will announce
anew target in due course.

“This reflects demand as more
people adopt ESG practices and
require financing,” he said.

Emphasising that the bank
continues to empower SMEs on their
ESG journey, he said, “Many are now
turning to banks and government
grants instead of self-funding (which
is) driving our numbers up.”

Do SMEs understand ESG?

Citing Alliance Bank’s second edition
of its annual ESG report, titled “The
Path to Sustainable Impact - Sectoral
Insights of Malaysian SMEs” (ESG 2.0
Report) released in January this year,
Sum said that the awareness level
among the SMEs surged to 80% from
14%, while ESG adoption increased
to 60% from 28% within 18 months,
compared to the ESG 1.0 Report

published in 2023.
He attributed the greater
awareness and adoption to

regulatory and compliance pressure,
cost savings, revenue growth, market
positioning and the drive for
innovation.

innovative food sustainability initiative.
“The hotel repurposes untouched meals into

“One of the key reasons for
increased ESG  adoption is
innovation, which jumped from 25%
in 2023 to 43% now. This showed that
businesses no longer see ESG as justa
compliance requirement.

“The mindset has shifted from ‘T
am forced to do it” to recognising ESG
as an opportunity to innovate, create
new products and adopt sustainable
manufacturing that benefits the
environment, reduces carbon
footprint, lowers costs and promotes
responsible local sourcing, ultimately
boosting the local economy,” he said.

This is a positive development as
SMEs now look beyond compliance
and link ESG to clear profit and loss
(P&L) benefits that help them access
new markets.

The ESG 2.0 Report showed that
38% of SMEs incorporating ESG
practices achieved more than 50%
revenue uplift, demonstrating the
potential for sustainable practices to
drive profitability.

The awareness in the manufacturing
sector rose from 18% to 84%, the
construction sector (from 12% to 77%),
the services sector (from 12% to 78%),
and agriculture (from 19% to 61%).

Alliance Bank’s focus on SMEs

From a readiness standpoint, larger
corporations are typically ahead in
adopting and complying with

r

international regulations, Sum said.

He pointed out that for smaller
businesses, readiness is more
challenging due to the lack of
expertise and resources that can be
dedicated to ensuring full compliance.

“Hence, Alliance Bank’s efforts go
beyond thought leadership and the
research by providing practical tools to
help SME:s in their transition journey.

“Our focus is on assisting smaller
players who need the greatest help.
Larger corporates have had ample
time to prepare because they have
been given advanced notice, with
greater means compared to smaller
businesses,” he said.

Furthermore, he said SMEs
require guidance and support to
navigate these changes, adding that
the bank provides diagnostic tools
and workshops for SMEs to develop
their own ESG transition roadmaps.

Additionally, the bank takes a
pragmatic approach for SMEs to
embark on a sustainability journey by
helping the businesses adopt cost-
effective sustainability measures,
such as improving energy efficiency.

Alliance Bank also links ESG
efforts to tangible P&L benefits.

“Once SME owners see the direct
financial incentives, they are more
likely to take action. It is not just
about compliance but also business
growth and profitability,” he said.

PETALING JAYA: Birkin International Hotel (BIH)
is integrating smart technology and green
innovations as part of redefining its luxury with
sustainability, to drive its environmental, social
and governance (ESG) agenda.

From energy-efficient systems to waste
reduction initiatives, the hotel is setting a new
benchmark for responsible hospitality.

BIH general manager Simon Tan (pic) said, a
key component of BIH's sustainability efforts is
its advanced energy management system.

“Smart heating, ventilation and air conditioning
(HVAC) technology automatically adjusts energy
consumption based on occupancy levels, reducing
waste while ensuring guest comfort.

“Motion-sensor light emitting diode (LED)
lighting further enhances efficiency, cutting
down unnecessary power usage. Plans are also
in place to expand the hotel’s renewable energy
integration, reinforcing our long-term commit-
ment to a lower carbon footprint,” he told SunBiz.

He said water conservation is another pillar of
BIH's ESG strategy, adding that the hotel has
implemented rainwater harvesting, storing
collected water for domestic and irrigation use.

“Low-flow taps, showerheads and dual-flush
toilets with sensors further contribute to res-
ponsible water management, reducing con-
sumption without compromising luxury,” he
said.

Beyond operational efficiency, he noted that
BIH is making a social impact through an

dehydrated food packs for food banks and
disaster relief efforts with a shelf life of up to two
years, ensuring surplus food benefits
communities in need rather than going to waste.

“Food scraps are also converted into compost
for the hotel’s landscaping, reinforcing a zero-
waste approach,” he remarked.

Tan said the hotel's corporate social
responsibility (CSR) efforts play a crucial role in
its sustainability framework.

“BIH actively engages with the local
community through various charitable initia-
tives, particularly during festive seasons such as
Chinese New Year and Ramadan. These CSR
activities range from food donations to com-
munity events, fostering a strong connection
between the hotel and the people it serves,” he
said.

As BIH looks to the future, he said the hotel
remains committed to strengthening its
sustainability initiatives.

“Plans are in place to expand our in-house
water purification system, which could set a new
industry standard in the region.

“The hotel is also exploring advanced
composting technologies to further enhance
food waste management, ensuring that every
aspect of its operations aligns with ESG best
practices,” he noted.

He said, for BIH, sustainability is not just a
trend, it is a long-term commitment to creating
a positive impact on the ESG standards.

“By integrating smart technology and green

innovations into our business model, the hotel is
also redefining what it means to offer a luxury
experience in the modern age.

“With a clear ESG vision and a roadmap for
continuous improvement, BIH is not only
reducing its own environmental footprint, but

also inspiring the hospitality industry to
embrace a more sustainable future.”

EducationNews/Health & Wellness

Tradeview

Sustainability
Fund delivers
18.8% return

KUALA LUMPUR: Tradeview
Capital, a boutique fund
management company licensed
by the Securities Commission
Malaysia (SC), recently announced
a distribution of a 7.03 sen
dividend per unit for its flagship
fund, the Tradeview Sustainability
Fund (TSF), after logging an 18.8%
return in the financial year of 2024.

Launched on November 18,
2022, TSF is recognised as a
Sustainable and Responsible
Investment (SRI) open-ended
wholesale fund. It aims to provide
investors with sustainable long-
term returns by focusing on
environmental,  social, and
governance (ESG) principles.

TSF predominantly invests in
small- and mid-cap stocks that are
fundamentally sound and
demonstrate  best-in-class  or
improving ESG parameters.

Neoh Jia Man, the portfolio
manager overseeing TSF, noted
that the fund has recorded positive
returns over the last year due to the
increased awareness for ESG
compliant small and mid-cap
companies on the local bourse.

“Most ESG funds today only
focus on the large cap companies
which are part of sustainability or

ESG indexes. These indexes
exclude small and mid-cap
companies. With our own

proprietary assessment model, we
are able to score and discover ESG
compliant small and mid-cap
companies poised for long term
growth which allows us to
outperform  benchmarks and
generate the alpha for the fund,
Neoh added.

Tradeview Capital founder and
CEONg Zhu Hann said: “TSF
achieved a return of 28.4% since its
inception averaging 14.2% per
annum, beating the FBMKLCI,
FBM100 and FBM Small Cap Index
benchmarks. This is the second
consecutive year since our fund’s
inception that we have declared a
distribution yield of above 6% with
the latest year being 6.5%,"

Hann also highlighted that “this
not only underscores the potential
of sustainable investing, it also
highlights the importance for listed
companies to strive to be ESG
compliant”.

“With sustainability reporting
being mandated for listed
companies from 2025 onwards by
Bursa Securities Malaysia and
Securities Commissions Malaysia,
this put our fund on the right track
in meeting the capital markets’
agenda”’

He said most new fund
management companies do not
survive beyond three years
without consistent performance
and Tradeview Capital has crossed
the RM100 million Asset-Under-
Management  milestone,  an
inflection point that allowed them
to achieve full year profitability in
the latest audited financial year
ahead of their projected timeline
by two years.
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Move to keep M'sian solar sector shining

> Govt will ensure industry remains competitive
inwake of reports US proposes to impose new
tariffs on such products from SE Asia: Nik Nazmi

[ BY HAYATUN RAZAK

sunbiz@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: The government will
ensure that Malaysia’s solar industry
remains competitive amid the United
States’ proposal to impose new duties
on solar product imports from
Southeast Asia, said Natural Resources
and Environmental Sustainability
Minister Nik Nazmi Nik Ahmad.

He disclosed that the issue falls
under the purview of the Ministry of
Investment, Trade and Industry
(Miti) which has already launched an
investigation.

“Malaysia is one of the producers.
We have investors from various
countries, including America, China
and other countries that are involved
in solar production in our country.
We trust Miti will present the best
case (in trade discussion) to ensure
Malaysia’s solar industry remains
competitive,” he told reporters at the
‘Tops It Off With Solar’ event in
conjunction with World Earth Day at
IKEA Damansara yesterday.

Nik Nazmi acknowledged that
rising costs due to tariffs could pose a
challenge to the country’s sustain-
ability transition.

“We don’t want these duties to
halt progress in renewable energy. If
the cost increases significantly, it will
affect our economy and make the
transition less viable,” he said.

According to news reports, the US

has proposed to impose steep anti-
dumping and countervailing duties
on solar cells and modules imported
from Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand
and Cambodia, following complaints
of unfair trade practices by the
American Alliance for Solar Manu-
facturing Trade Committee.

Malaysia’s average countervailing
subsidy rate was determined at
34.41%, with general anti-dumping
duties of 8.59%, the lowest among the
four countries. However, certain
Malaysian firms that did not
cooperate in the investigation face
duties of up to 81.24%.

The US Commerce Department
stated that this is one of the first
instances in which companies were
found to have received “transnational
subsidies” from China while
operating in Southeast Asia.

Malaysia exported around US$1.9
billion (RM8.3 billion) worth of solar
products to the US in 2023. Final
implementation of the duties
depends on a determination by the
US International Trade Commission,
expected by June 2.

In conjunction with World Earth
Day, IKEA Malaysia is commissioning
2,668 solar panels at its Damansara
outlet.

Covering about 12,000 square
metres of rooftop area, the installation
is expected to generate 2 MWh of
energy annually - supplying up to
25% of the store’s energy needs and

IKEA Malaysia sales director Malcolm Pruys (left) briefing Nik Nazmi on IKEA Damansara’s rooftop solar installation yesterday.
- BERNAMAPIC

reducing carbon emissions by about
1,330 tonnes per year.

With this latest addition, Ikea
Malaysia now has more than 20,437
solar panels installed across its stores
and centres nationwide. The com-
bined capacity of these installations
brings IKEA Malaysia’s total renew-
able energy generation to 6.3 MWh
annually.

Nik Nazmi highlighted the role of
the private sector in driving Malaysia’s
climate goals. “The transition toward

a low-carbon, climate-resilient future
is not a journey the government can
undertake alone. It must be a whole-
of-nation effort - and the private
sector is an essential partner in

tions and reduce its carbon footprint

across the value chain.

IKEA Cheras was the first Ikea

store globally to achieve both
Green Building Index Malaysia

driving our sustainability Slee Gold certification and LEED
agenda forward. IKEA is p:g:o‘ﬂ Gold certification - later repli-

showing that doing good for the
planet and doing good business
go hand in hand””

In addition to solar energy
adoption, IKEA Malaysia continues
to invest in sustainable store opera-

cated by IKEA Batu Kawan.

In addition, the company is
expanding its electric vehicle fleet as
part of its goal to make 100% of home
deliveries using more sustainable
transport solutions by 2030.

Rising food consumption to fuel
local packaging market's growth

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s
packaging market is projected to
grow from 20.8 billion units in 2023 to
23.7 billion units by 2028, driven
primarily by rising food consumption
and the rapid adoption of flexible
packaging.

GlobalData PLC business
development manager Paul Saruviar
said cost-effectiveness, convenience,
and sustainability are making flexible
packaging the fastest-growing
segment in the sector.

“The food industry will continue to
be the growth engine, accounting for
up to 60% of packaging demand.
With shifting consumer preferences
and regulatory pressures, flexible
packaging has emerged as the go-to
solution for manufacturers across
food and beverage categories,” he
said in a presentation at the
“Unpacking Malaysia-Thailand Trade
& Packaging Opportunities Ahead of
ProPak Asia 2025” event yesterday.

At the same time, he said,
sustainability has moved from
optional to essential, adding that
industry players are expected to

comply with the Malaysian Plastic
Sustainability Roadmap and future
regulatory updates, particularly those
expected to roll out by late 2025.

“Companies that fail to meet
sustainability standards face potential
fines and the risk of being cut from
procurement lists,” he added.

Paul said global trade dynamics
are reshaping the regional packaging
landscape.

“The proposed implementation of
up to 60% tariffs on Chinese goods —
targeting electronics, plastics, metals,
and food - has triggered a broader
supply chain realignment.

“Multinational companies are
increasingly looking towards South-
east Asia as part of a ‘China Plus One’
strategy. Malaysia, in particular, is
emerging as a preferred destination for
relocating packaging and manu-
facturing operations due to its strategic
trade position and regulatory stability”

Paul said the shift offers a major export
opportunity for Malaysian converters,
especially those producing plastic resins,
flexible films, and paperboard pack-
aging. - by AIMIE SHAZRIE

Thailand to tap into Malaysia’s halal
ecosystem strength to push food exports

W BY AIMIE SHAZRIE
sunbiz@thesundaily.com

KUALA LUMPUR: Thailand is looking
into Malaysia’s halal market strength as
a key pillar in advancing its future food
exports strategy, as both countries
push for deeper collaboration under
the Asean framework.

Thai Chamber of Commerce vice-
chairman Visit Limlurcha (pic) said one
key area of focus is building a regional
roadmap that ensures trade resilience.

“Asean must maintain at least 50—
60% intra-regional trade capacity to
buffer against external shocks and
preserve access to markets such as the
United States and China. In this
context, Thailand sees strong po-
tential in integrating Malaysia’s esta-
blished halal certification ecosystem
with its own abundant raw materials.

“Malaysia has a lot of halal market
access, while Thailand has a lot of raw
materials. We can exchange and help
each other,” he told reporters at the
“Unpacking Malaysia-Thailand Trade &
Packaging Opportunities ahead of

ProPak Asia 2025" event
yesterday.

Visit said the synergy
aligns with Thailand’s
policy shift towards
producing more “future
food”, which is food that
is sustainable, health-
focused and designed to
meet the needs of new
generations. “The food
we are developing is not
just for nutrition, but for
sustainability and inno-
vation.”

Visit pointed out that Malaysia
holds an advantage in developing
functional and high-value ingredients,
beyond traditional food commodities,
which could complement Thailand’s
production capabilities.

“Malaysia has roadmaps that can
turn raw products into functional
ingredients. We need to work
together to unlock that value,” he said.

Visit highlighted the urgent need
for regional alignment to address
global economic uncertainties, including

- slowing trade, US tariffs,and
post-pandemic recovery.

“We all face the same
problem, so we need to
prepare ourselves well,
not just Thailand and
Malaysia, but Asean as a
whole”

With Malaysia taking
over the Asean chair-
manship this year, Visit
said, both countries are
intensifying cross-border
dialogue.

“This is a very good
time for Malaysia. Both the
government and private sectors are in
close conversation, and we have a
meeting coming up next month to
align on these matters,” he said.

Visit acknowledged that Thai food
exports to Malaysia have been
declining in recent years, attributing
this to the broader global economic
slowdown. “Once the situation im-
proves, the numbers will bounce
back, and with stronger collaboration,
we can do more than before,” he said.
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TMD Energy IPO's gross proceeds totalled about US$10.08 million.

TM.

TMD ENERGY LIMITED

A member of Straits Energy Resources Group

o

TMD Energy makes
debut on NYSE American

2 First Malaysian marine
bunker supplier tolistona
major US exchange

PETALING JAYA: TMD Energy Ltd, a Malaysia
and Singapore-based provider of integrated
marine bunkering services and part of Straits
Energy Resources Bhd, announced yesterday
that its shares have been listed and began
trading on the NYSE American - an exchange
designed for growing companies - on Monday
under the ticker symbol “TMDE”

TMD Energy’s share price opened at
US$3.26, rising to an all-time high of US$4.12 on
its market debut before closing at US$3.63,
which was 11.69% higher than its initial public
offering (IPO) price of US$3.25 per share.

This gave the company a market
capitalisation of US$83.85 million (RM367.2
million) on its first day as a publicly listed
company.

TMD Energy IPO’s proceeds (excluding over-
allotments) before deducting underwriting
discounts and other related expenses totalled
about US$10.08 million (RM44.13 million). The
proceeds from the IPO will be used for the
purchase of cargo oil, defraying listing expenses,
working capital and other general corporate
purposes.

In a statement, the company said it has
granted the underwriter a 45-day option to
purchase up to an aggregate of 465,000
additional shares to cover over-allotments at the
IPO price, If the underwriter exercises their

option to purchase the additional shares in full,
the total gross proceeds before deducting
underwriting discounts and other related
expenses from the offering are expected to be
about US$11.59 million.

“We are proud to become the first Malaysian
marine bunker supplier to achieve a listing on a
major US exchange, reinforcing our position as
one of the industry’s leading players. Leveraging
Malaysia’s strategic location along major
shipping routes including the Straits of Malacca
and the South China Sea, as well as resilient
demand for bunker fuel in the region and
globally, we are well positioned for further
expansion. On top of that, TMD Energy is also
the first Malaysian company to list on the NYSE
American,” said chairman, executive director
and CEO, Datuk Seri Ron Ho Kam Choy.

He added that their listing in NYSE American
will help them to enhance their international
profile, expand their reach, capture new
markets, and deliver sustainable, higher returns
to their shareholders.

“Our debut on the NYSE American is a key
milestone in our journey of growth. While
continuing to drive strong organic growth, as
part of our strategic growth initiatives, we
remain focused on identifying and pursuing
strategic mergers and acquisition opportunities
that align with our long-term vision and
strengthen our regional presence,” said
executive director Datuk David Yoong Leong
Yan.

TMD Energy and its subsidiaries (TMD
Energy Group) are mainly involved in marine
fuel bunkering services specialising in the
supply 